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Government raises fuel prices 


: -—}• “Ktofiog diesel ofl used for heating homes, wD] be 
itteA eSbOSvc today. .In a statement released late Saturday, officials said 
Ae pripeof a Kare of tint grade gasoline wiD cost 300 fils, an increase of 
t&utirper ceat^ Rnecf diael o3 IQS fib, an increase of about 40 per 
cesfc anda tomw o* **1 ou for indnstry JD 65, an increase of about 35 per 
^■ftiwar; the statement said, fuel ofl sold for electricity wUl 
continue to sefl for JD 41. The decision, taken in accordance with a 
Mooned oOferisters dedsioa, also said that households whose monthly 
acofflcdoet notexc^ JD 300 per moo tfa will receive JD 100 from the 
' govtsnmeDl during 1992. The move also raised by 6 per cent the Drockine 
^cha^tyafldasetjnm trades to help support the transport 
as it mcoms man the Gulf war that damaged every *« prrt of the 
economy.: 
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Scheer says he rejected top job 

PARIS (R) — A former French official sacked after Palestinian leader 
George Habash s visit to Paris said on Saturday he had refused the post Of 
ambassador to Germany. Francois Scheer, forced to resign as foreign 
mimstry secretary-general for agreeing to Dr. Habash's admission for 
medical treatment last month, told the “Journal du Dimanche" newspap- 
er that German authorities had probably welcomed his decision. "... I 
think the Germans would have been upset to have to receive someone 
sacked from his last job.** Mr. Scheer said. Dr. Habash. head of (he 
Popalar Front for the Liberation of Palestine, left Paris after a political 
furore that hurt the government at home and abroad, particularly in the 
Middle East. Mr. Scheer ’s interview followed reports that he had written a 
letter to ministry personnel and French embassies abroad denying 
wrongdoing in the Habash case. While confirming he wrote the letter, Mr. 
Scheer told the newspaper: “1 do not regret anything. But 1 did not say 
that I made a mistake nor did I say 1 did not make a mistake.!' Three other 
top government officials and the head of the French Red Cross were 
forced to resign for giving prior approval to Dr. Habash's stay. President 
Francois Mitterrand said afterwards they were guilty of “errors of 
judgement.” 
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: envoy in Libya 


^ ^ tbekerbie case 

(R) — A U * N - env °y 

.. ^ in Tripoli on Saturday 

5 >• message asking Libya to 
? "‘i its position in a dispute 

'-I-W^Westem countries over air- 
: ; -^bombings in 1988 and 1989. 

■’Qffirials said Vasiliy Safronchuk, 

*■ -> V- ^ggliN. uwfcr-secretary general 
'^Security Council affairs, went 
' tfisCTssions with unnamed 
' officials shortly after his 

Vv'jfrivaL U.N. sources in Tripoli 
' oid Mr. Safronchuk bad a letter 
' bom Secretary-General Boutros 
* - -J/AdSIpti asking Libyan leader 
- jy frmmm ar Qadhafi to provide 
' ;/ . ^further clarification of previous 

■ |3i yan proposals to solve the 
■ ?' ^-ga Ui o ve rsy.” 

* r ^jran, Iraq to swap 
H^malning PoWs 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran and Iraq 
-*£ have agreed to exchange rental n- 

- * jog prisoners of war (PoWs) from 

- *eir 1980-88 conflict, Tehran 
Ratfio reported Saturday. Tbe 

• -.i: [broadcast, monitored in Nicosia, 

. * r i- .said a trilateral agreement calling 

for the swap was signed by the 

• - : ?i. two countries and the In tern a- 
' V.. tioaal Committee of the Red 

Cross (TCRC), which has coor- 
(bated exchanges in the past. It 
(fid not say whoa the swap would 
begin. Iran and Iraq exchanged 
gonw 38,000 PoWs in August and 
September 1990. But both rides 
mm that thousands more are 
held by both sides. The 1CRC has 
said it believes that 5,000 prison- 

• ^ ere from both countries are still 

fan gmshmg in PoWs camps. The 
radio said tbe agreement also 
taQs on Iran and Iraq to exchange 
complete lists of those missing in 
action, and information relating 
to than. 

Mitterrand Is still 
unpopular 

i PARIS (R) — Nearly two-thirds 

' - ' of the French people .are unhap- 
*'* Py with President Francois Mit- 
terrancTs performance, an opin- 
. km poll published on Saturday 
.T said. The poll m the weekly news- 
paper “Journal du Dimanche” 
said 63 per cent of voters were 
dissatisfied with Mr. Mitterrand, 
whose popularity has plumetted 
" (hie to rising unemployment and 
controversy over irnmigration 
“ from Third World countries. The 
figure was unchanged from last 

- ~ month, but the number of people 

- satisfied with him dropped from 
26 per cent to 24 per cent while 
those undecided rose from 11 per 
cent to 13 per cent. A separate 

- ' •' pofl published on Thursday said 

• *• - 58 per cent of voters thought Mr. 

- Mitterrand, whose mandate runs 
out hi 1995, should step down 
earlier if bis Socialist Party did 
badly in regional elections next 
.. ‘ month. Polk suggest the Sodal- 
ists, who are also undermined by 
scandals over party funding, may 
lose the March 22 elections dis- 
astrously. 

Israeli ‘spy* tests 
negative for Aids 

? CAIRO (AP) — A senior gov- 
ernment physician said Saturday 
tests showed that an Israeli teena- 
ger held on suspicion of spying is 
not infected with the AIDS virus. 
Cairo newspapers have reported 
widely that Fatka Misrati, 
arrested with her father, is in- 
fected with the fatal virus and was 
. . being kept in solitary confine- 
ment at a women’s prison to 
- prevent its spread to other prison- 
ers. Dr Sobhi Abdul Rahim, the 
health ministry's first under- 
secretary, told reporters Saturday 
-. the ministry performed tests on 
Miss Misratfs blood, at its main 
laboratory. “They proved that 
Fitika Subhi Misrati does not have 
acquired immune deficiency syn- 
; (home/ 1 be told reporters. Pro- 
' secutois requested the teste dur- 
ing investigations of Miss Misrati , 
her father Sobhi Misrarti, her 
brother Majid and a family 
„ friend, David Ovits. All are held 
on suspicion of spying- Police 
’ arrested the four Israelis at diffe- 
rent times this month. ^ The 
Ufryan-bom senior Misrati and 
bis daughter were seized at an 
apartment in a Cairo suburb. 

Prince Saud visits 
: Tajikistan 

RIYADH (AP) — Saudi Ara- 
bia’s Foreign Minister Prince 
Sand A1 Faisal was visiting Ta- 
jikscan Saturday as part of a 
diplomatic offensive to foster tbe 
kiiigdoui’s links with the Muslim 
republics of tbe former Soviet 
1 Union. 
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Peace negotiators head for Washingt 



Delegates hope for focus on 
settlements and human rights 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Jorda- 
nian and P alestinian negotiators 
left for Washington Saturday to 
take part in a new round of 
Middle East peace talks opening 
next week. 

Hanan Ashrawi, the Palesti- 
nians' spokeswoman, said her 
team will demand a halt in Jewish 
settlement activities in the occu- 
pied territories before entering 
into substantial negotiations on 
interim self-rule arrangements for 
Palestinians. 

“Tbe cessation of settlements is 
a prerequisite for the success of 
negotiations,” Dr. Ashrawi told 
reporters before boarding the 

New York-bound Royal Jorda- 
nian flight. 

Both the United States and 
Israel insist that the peace talks 
should focus on interim self- 
government arrangements for the 
Palestinians of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

But Dr, Ashrawi said that “in 
order to start serious work on tbe 
transitional phase and on the 
agenda items, we have to resolve 
two basic issues: Settlements and 
human rights, violations.” 

The bilateral meetings between 
Israel and each of the Syrian, 
Lebanese, Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian teams open Monday. It is 
die fourth round of face-to-face 
talks since the Middle East peace 
talks were launched in Madrid, 
Spain, in October. 

“We are going against a back- 
ground of Israeli escalation, vio- 
lence, settlement activity and 
Israeli political discord. Dr. 
Ashrawi told Jordan Television 
before the departure. 

“Israel has to prove its inten- 
tion... if it is seriously interested 
in the peace process and will 
comply with the principles of 
peace or if it is just buying time 
trying to pretend^ that It is part of 


the process while doing every- 
thing to destroy it,” she said. 

Earlier in the day, the Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian delegates 
were received by Foreign Minis- 
ter Abu Jaber. 

Dr. Abn Jaber said the meeting 
was held to exchange views on 
steps to be followed in the nego- 
tiations and to reach agreement 
on some baric issues such as the 
agenda, the negotiating process, 
coordination of stands and future 
meetings between the two sides. 

He said Jordanian and Arab 
negotiators to the peace talks will 
discuss with the Israeli delegation 
the implementation of interna- 
tional legitimacy and the United 
Nations Resolutions, particularly 
resolutions 242 and 338 which call 
for exchanging land for peace and 
Israel’s withdrawal form all occu- 
pied Arab territories, including 
Jerusalem, and giving the Palesti- 
nians the right to determine their 
future on their land. 

Concerning Lebanon, he said, 
the talks should take place on the 
basis of resolution 425, which 
calls for full and unconditional 
Israeli withdrawal from South 
Lebanon. 

The foreign minister described 
the recent Israeli incursion into 
Lebanon as very serious issue, 
particularly that it came on the 
eve of the start of the talks. -He 
said that this aggression will influ- 
ence the Israeli-Lebanese talks. 

“How could the talks take 
place in such an atmosphere?” be 
asked. 

Arab peace delegates hope the 
talks will make some progress on 
issues of substance now that tbe 
procedural wrangling that 
clouded the first rounds of talks 
has been settled. 

But many believe that little 
progress will be possible before 
Israeli elections in June. 


The Palestinian delegates are 
also angry that Israel has pre- 
vented four of their assistants 
from going to Washington. 

Dr. Ashrawi said the Israeli 
incursion into South Lebanon on 
Thursday would primarily con- 
cern the Lebanese delegation but 
other Arab teams would raise the 
matter as a violation of tbe basis 
of the peace talks. 

“It is not a question of turning 
it into a negotiating point, it is a 
question of incursion becoming 
an active and effective attitude 
that will sabotage tbe peace pro- 
cess because they negate its very 
foundations,” she said at Amman 
>rt. 


airport. 

Israel 


;H troops pushed into vil- 
lages north of their self-declared 
security zone in South Lebanon 
on Thursday to try to end 
Katyusha attacks, but the thrust, 
in which two Israeli soldiers were 
killed, proved ineffective. 

“We think tbe shadow of the 
elections in Israel will be dear on 
the negotiations,” said Palesti- 
nian delegate Ghassan AJ Khatib, 
reflecting a common Arab view 
that tbe Israeli team will not be in 
a position to take any clear deci- 
sions. 

On human rights, Israel has 
been widely criticised for its 
handling of Arab resistance 
against occupation, including ex- 
pelling Palestinian activists, mass 
arrests and lengthy detention of 
Arabs without trial. The arrest of 
two negotiators had threatened to 
obstruct the talks earlier this 
week. 

The Palestinan team crossed 
into Jordan Thursday and held 
talks with Jordanian negotiators 
and government officials before 
leaving. 

On Friday, the Palestinian 
(Continued on page 5) 


New polio immunisation drive 
begins in Jordan tomorrow 


By khn Kl Abdul Salam 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan has 32 offi- 
cially recorded polio cases among 
its children, and 22 of these cases 
are in the central and northern 
parts of the Jordan Valley region, 
and the health ministry is laun- 
ching a nation-wide campaign to 
ensure immunisation against the 
disease. 

Health Minister Aref A1 
Bataineh said Saturday that three 
of the cases were in Ajloon, two 
each in Irbid, Amman and Kura 
district and one in Ijdeita district 
in the Irbid region. 

“It is regrettable that 50 per 
cent of the 32 cases were of 
children who had already re- 
ceived the anti-polio vaccine,” 
fbe minister told a press confer- 
ence Saturday. 


The Health Ministry is now 
closely cooperating with the pri- 
vate health sector in Jordan, the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and other agencies to 
launch a national campaign start- 
ing Monday to ensure the ino- 
culation of all children under five 
years of age; Dr. Batayneh said. 

Tbe Health Ministry has 
already prepared 200,000 doses 
of vaccines sufficient for 600,000 
children and the compaign will 
include those who have already 
received tbe shots , tbe minister 
said. 

As soon as cases of polio were 
reported last December in the 
Jordan Valley region, the Health 
Ministry embarked on immediate 
measures to contain the disease. 
Dr. Bataineh said. 

He said that the Health Minis- 


try had carried out a vaccination 
campaign in the Jordan Valley 
employing four specialised teams 
to do the job. He said samples of 
blood taken by Jordan's labor- 
atories from infected children 
were sent to the Netherlands to 
shed more light on polio virus and 
the result were duly received. 

Dr. Bataineh said that the 
Health Mimstry contacted WHO 
and health authorities in the U.S. 
both of which provided Jordan 
with experts to deal with the 
disease. 

The sinister aspect of polio, the 
minister noted, is tbe fact that for 
every polio case discovered there 
is the possibility of 100 to 300 
carrier cases, a dangerous situa- 
tion in view of tbe fact that the 
carriers of the disease can in- 
advertently infect other children. 


Algeria’s FIS warns against ban 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s Mus- 
lim fundamentalist party said on 
Saturday its supporters could turn 
to violence if tbe authorities dis- 
solved their party. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), in a statement to Reuters 
after the quietest weekend for 
several weeks, said: 

“The crisis, which everyone 
wants to find a way ont of, cannot 
be resolved other than by rapid 
recourse to serious political dia- 
logue, before violence becomes 
an alternative for those whom 
(the authorities) want to liquidate 
and marginalise.” 

The Interior Ministry is taking 
legal steps to ban the party, 
accusing it of multiple violations 
of. the law. 

The military-backed rulers 
have blamed the FIS for clashes 
with security forces in which at 
least 50 people were killed and 
300 wounded earlier tins month. 

Most of tbe casualties were 
demonstrators protesting against 
the cancellation of elections 
which the FIS was set to win. 


New government formed 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s leaders formed a lean new government 
cm Saturday, creating super-ministries and eliminating several 
portfolios. 

Prime Minister Sidahmad Ghozali, Energy Minister Nordtne Ait 
Laonssine and Foreign Minister Lakhdar Ibrahimi kept their jobs, 
Algiers Radio said. 

The five-man presidency — created last month when Muslim 
fundamentalists almost won power through former President 
Chadli Benjedid’s three-year experiment with democracy — 
abolished tbe human rights ministry, the only one in tbe Arab 
World. 

Earlier on Saturday, Mohammad Bondi af, head of tbe presiden- 
cy, d e cr eed die setting up of a national human rights monitoring 
group. 

The former ti nman rights minister, Ali Haroon, is a member of 
the presidency. 

The government changes follow weeks of fundamentalist unrest 
over the scrapping of a half-finished parliamentary election. 


“The FIS calls for a halt to the 
project for destroying it because 
its destruction wifi have very se- 
rious consequences,” the FIS 
statement sad. 


It was signed by Abderazzak 
Raj jam, one of tbe few remaining 
FIS officials still at liberty. He is 
in charge of file FIS information 
committee. 



A worker repairs the roof of a bos station at an Israeli settlement 
which was tit by Katyusha rockets 

Hizbollah, Amal 
halt rocket attacks 
on Israeli targets 


KAFRA, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Lebanese guerrillas called off 
their rocket war on Israel on 
Saturday and withdrew from 
frontline areas rn South Lebanon. 

The decision, taken to avert 
further retaliation threatened by 
Israel, checked spiralling violence 
that gripped the border area for 
six days after Israeli helicopters 
killed a fundamentalist leader. 

The pro-Iranian Hizollah (Par- 
ty of God) and tbe Amal move- 
ment agreed to halt rocket 
attacks on Israel and an Israeli- 
controlled buffer strip in talks in 
the southern port of Si don. 

The order took effect at 4 p.m. 
(1400 GMT). Security sources 
said two hours later that no rock- 
ets had been fired since then. 

Guerrilla representatives at the 
Sidon talks with Syrian and 
Lebanese army officers agreed ro 
pull back fighters who flooded 
the south to oppose a tank-led 
Israeli thrust out of the “security 
zone” on Thursday, the sources 
said. 

Shortly after the deadline 
scores of Hizbollah and Amal 
fighters left the battle-scarred vil- 
lages of Kafra and Yater, which 
they had reoccupied when Israeli 
troops pulled out on Friday after 
a 24-bour search for rocket bases. 

Others who live in the area hid 
their weapons and changed from 
military to civilian clothes. Resi- 
dents said they were sleeping or 


washing. 

Security sources said the Sidon 
meeting agreed guerrillas would 
not appear in public with 
we apon s in the area patrolled by 
UNIFTL, a U.N. peacekeeping 
force brushed aside in Thursday’s 
Israeli attack. 

Guerrillas fired more than 120 
Katyusha rockets into Israel and 
the “security zone” in the last six 
days to avenge the killing of 
Sheikh Abbas Musawi, Hizbol- 
lah’s secretary-general, in a heli- 
copter ambush. 

Rocket attacks on Israel stop- 
ped after a girl was killed in 
western Galilee on Friday — the 
first Israeli to die in a rocket 
attack since Israel invaded Leba- 
non in 1982. 

U.N. sources said no rockets 
were fired into Israel on Saturday 
but more than 10 Katyushas hit 
the “security zone" before the 4 
p.m. deadline. 

Israeli army chief Ehud Barak 
vowed before tbe pullback his 
troops would do what it took to 
stop guerrilla attacks. 

“The army will continue to do 
ail it can to halt this wave of 
Katyushas and ensure that any- 
one who tried to hit Israel and its 
citizens, especially in this area, 
will pay a very high price," 
Lieutenant-General Barak told 
Israel Radio. 


No accord on Israeli 
loan bid as Democrats 
assail settlement policy 


By Rania Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

WASHINGTON — While the 
meeting between U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker and Israel’s 
Ambassador to Washington Zal- 
man Shoval Friday afternoon 
produced no agreement on 
Israel's $10 billion loan guarantee 
request, some key lawmakers in 
the U.S. Congress criticised 
Israel's settlement policy, ex- 
pressing strong reservation about 
Washington's granting the 
guarantees in view of such policy. 

Friday's was the third meeting 
between Mr. Baker and Mr. 
Shoval on Israel's loan guarantee 
request. Observers believe that 
the issue is likely to be settled 
behind the scenes between the 
administration and the Israeli 
government, avoiding fall con- 
gressional involvement in the de- 
bate on the issue even though 
Congress trill ultimately have to 
approve the guarantees. The sig- 
nificance of the criticism of Israel 
by key Democrat lawmakers lies 
in that they chair the crucial 
committees which is in charge of 
appropriating U.S. foreign assist- 
ance. 

Patrick Leahy, an influential 
senator and chairman of the Sen- 
ate Appropriations Subcomittee 
on Foreign Operations, said fol- 
lowing a meeting he had with Mr. 
Baker Friday that if the adminis- 
tration and the government of 
Israel do nor reach an agreement 
over the issue in the next few 
days, he would probably propose 
legislation imposing severe limits 
on Israel's ability to use any U.S. 
guarantees if it continues to build 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The senator said Friday he was 
considering a foreign aid approp- 
riations bill that would contain 


Jordan lauds 
U.S. stand 

FOREIGN Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber said in Amman Saturday he 
welcomed U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker's tough conditions 
for guaranteeing loans to Israel 
worth $10 billion. 

“We think this stand will be a 
help in the peace process in tbe 
sense that it should act as a 
sobering factor to tbe Israelis, 
who seem to be intent on putting 
obstacles in the path of peace,” 
Dr. Abu Jaber told Reuters Satur- 
day. 

conditions Israel would have to 
meet in order to obtain the loan 
guarantees. Such a formula 
would not only apply a tough 
dollar-for-dollar accounting and 
deduction for any Israeli con- 
struction activity in the occupied 
territories since Jan. 1, 1992 but 
would also forbid direct or in- 
direct use of U.S. funds for settle- 
ments. It would also make all 
U.S. loan guarantees subject to 
cancellation if Israel starts any 
new construction. 

Mr. Leahy's statement demon- 
strated a definite toughening of 
his earlier position when he prop- 
osed a formula that would deduct 
dollar for dollar from the U.S. 
loan guarantee the amount of 
money Israel spends in the occu- 
pied territories. What floated 
around Washington earlier this 
year and became known as the 
“Leahy formula of deducts bility" 
was subsequently determined by 
the administration as not being 
tough enough vis-a-vis Israel’s 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis shoot and 
wound 6 Palestinians 


OCCUPIED GAZA (Agencies) 
— Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded six Palestinians during 
clashes with stone- throwing de- 
monstrators in the occupied Gaza 
Strip on Saturday, hospital offi- 
cials said. 

A seventh man was beaten by 
soldiers after young men stoned 
troops stationed on a building in 
the Khan Yunis refugee camp. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
said he was checking the report. 

Palestinian youths have been 
protesting the killing by an under- 
cover Israeli unit of an activist 
who was long sought by the army 
for allegedly killing suspected 
Palestinian informers. 

Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded at least three Palesti- 
nians with rubber bullets during 
dashes on Friday night, military 
sources said. A fourth man was 
wounded by armed Arabs, they 
said. 

Israeli troops also dispersed 
about 100 demonstrators mar- 
ching in Gaza City to mark the 
23rd anniversary of the founding 
of the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, residents 
said. Two youths were arrested. 


On Friday a Palestinian man 
stabbed a woman to death and 
wounded three other Russian im- 
migrants in central Israel on Fri- 
day and fundamentalists claimed 
the attack as revenge for Israel's 
killing of a pro-Iranian leader. 

Police said two men and two 
women, all Russians, were 
attacked as they left a grocery 
shop in Kfar Saba, northeast of 
Tel Aviv. 

The fundamentalist Islamic 
Jihad in Palestine group circu- 
lated a leaflet saying it carried out 
the stabbing in retaliation for 
Israel's killing last Sunday of the 
leader of Lebanon's Hizbollah 
(Party of God), Sheikh Abbas 
Musawi. 

"One of our hero mujahedeen 
carried out the brave operation in 
Kfar Saba which resulted in one 
killed and four injured from the 
enemy soldiers and the Soviet 
settlers,” the leaflet said. 

"This heroic operation came as 
an initial reaction to the killing of 
the Mujahed Abbas Musawi.” 

The Islamic Jihad in Palestine 
has strong ties to Hizbollah in 
Lebanon. 


Hakim in Riyadh on anti-Saddam 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — A key 
Iraqi opposition leader is in Saudi 
Arabia for talks on coordinating a 
campaign to topple Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, Iran’s Isla- 
mic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reported Saturday. 

The agency said Mohammad. 
Bakr A 1 Hakim, bead of the 
Supreme Committee of the Isla- 
mic Revolution of Iraq (SCIRJ), 
arrived in Riyadh late Friday 
from his headquarters in Tehran. 

Sheikh Hakim claimed that Ira- 
qi government forces are mobilis- 
ing for “a large-scale attack 
against the Muslims in southern 
Iraq,” where repeated clashes 
with Shiite rebels have been re- 
ported for mouths. 

Thousands of Shiites have been 


holed up in Iraq’s southern mar- 
shes along the Iranian border 
since an ill-fated rebellion was 
crushed by the Iraqi army last 
spring. 

Sheikh Hakim said that intelli- 
gence from inside Iraq suggested 
“the attack is to take place within 
the next 12 days.” 

SCIRI has in the past made 
similar claims which have not 
been substantiated. Bat diploma- 
tic sources have reported a signi- 
ficant military buildup in south- 
ern Iraq recently. 

IRNA said Sheikh Hakim had 
been invited by Riyadh for talks 
“to examine and coordinate ways 
of cooperation among Iraq's 
neighbours to help the Iraqi peo- 
ple in their ... efforts to topple 


the Baghdad regime.” 

It is believed to be the first time 
that Sheikh Hakim has visited 
Saudi Arabia, which has sup- 
ported rival Iraqi exile groups. 

That could mark a break- 
through in efforts in bringing 
together the disparate move- 
ments to forge a cohesive and 
united front against the Saddam 
government. 

Sheikh Hakim said the leaders 
of other Iraqi opposition groups 
will soon arrive in Riyadh for 
talks with anti-Saddam groups 
based in Saudi Arabia. 

He said he will meet leaders of 
these groups as well as King Fahd 
and other Saudi officials. IRNA 
reported. 

Sheikh Hakim’s visit followed 


visits this month to Saudi Arabia. 
Egypt and Israel by Robert 
Gates, director of the U.S. Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency. 

Mr. Gates’ trip came amid re- 
ports in Washington that Presi- 
dent George Bush had intensified 
covert activity to overthrow pres- 
ident Saddam. 

Sheikh Hakim, whose move- 
ment is a coalition of Shiite Mus- 
lim groups backed by Iran, told 
IRN A that "the future of Iraq is 
of high significance for the Saudi 
kingdom.” 

He stressed that "the Iraqi 
Muslim revolutionaries are re- 
solutely determined to overthrow 
the Baathist regime and establish 
an Islamic government” in Bagh- 
dad. 







North Koreans said to be sending missiles to Syria 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. officials have met with 
North Korean diplomats in Pek- 
ing amid reports that a North 
Korean freighter is heading for 
Syria with sophisticated missiles 
and other equipment. 

The State Departmet refused 
comment on report about the 
reported $100 million military 
cargo but said it would view any 
such arms transfer with ‘‘great 
concern.” 

The New York Times said Fri- 
day that American intelligence 
agencies are following the prog- 
ress of the vessel, which reported- 
ly is carrying Scud-C missiles. 

The Scud-C is a longer range 
version of the Soviet-designed 
weapons used by Iraq in the Gulf 
war. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
the administration does not dis- 
cuss reports based on intelligence 
information. 

Other officials said, however, 
that U.S. and North Korean di- 
plomats met Friday in Peking, 
which has been the contact point 
for the two sides since 1988. The 


meeting was the 19th since the 
contacts began. North Korea is 
one of a handful of countries with 
which the United States does not 
have diplomatic relations. 

It could not be determined 
whether the reported missile 
shipment was a subject of discus- 
sion at the Peking meeting. 

Ms. Tutwiler stud Syria has had 
Scud missiles in its arsenal for 
years, and the United States be- 
lieves the Syrians are trying to 
procure more, including from 
North Korea. 

“The United States feels very 
strongly about proliferation of 
surface-to-surface missiles, parti- 
cularly in the Middle East,” she 
said. 

"The dangers of Scud missiles 
in the Middle East region have 
been amply demonstrated during 
the past Gulf war. We have made 
known our views on this subject 
to ail potential suppliers of such 
weapons, including the North 
Koreans.” 

The Times report said the 
freighter, called die Dae Hung 
Ho, was loaded with missile 
manufacturing equipment as well 


as the missiles. 

The cargo apparently was part 
of a deal involving missiles, laun- 
chers and technology to build a 
missi le plant in Syria, officials 
told the Times. 

Last year, Syria acquired 20 of 
the missiles from North Korea, 
the paper said. 

The Scud-Cs are believed to 
have a range of about 500 
kilometres — greater than the 
Iraqi Scud-Bs fired at Saudi Ara- 
bia and Israel. 

Israeli officials urged the Un- 
ited States to stop delivery, the 
newspaper said. 

North Korea is making its 
second attempt to deliver the 
shipment, it added. Last summer, 
a ship set out for Syria with the 
same cargo but turned several 
months later after news reports 
identified the cargo, Egypt bar- 
red it from the Suez Canal, and 
Israel hinted it would attack the 
ship. 

China sanctions eased 


The U.S. said on Friday it was 


lifting some sanctions on China 
imposed because of evidence 
Peking was supplying missiles. to 
Syria and Pakistan. 

The sanctions were announced 
last June and prevented U.S. 
companies from going ahead with 
plans to provide China with $30 
million worth of high-speed com- 
puters and workstations. They 
also banned the transfer of mis- 
sile technology between the two 
countries and the export of U.S. 
satellites. 

The State Department said in a 
statement the sanctions were 
being lifted because China had 
promised to abide by the missile 
technology control regime, which 
aims to restrict the spread of 
advanced missile technology and 
weaponry. 

The decision drew immediate 
criticism from human rights orga- 
nisations and from Senate Demo- 
cratic leader George Mitchell, 
long a critic of President Geoige 
Bush's China policies. 

The United States has been 
pressing China for two years not 
to proceed with plans to sell 
intermediate-range ballistic mis- 


siles to Syria, Pakistan or other 
countries. 

“Our action cones following 
receipt of a letter on Febmary 1 
from Chinese Foreign Minister 
Qian Qicben... (which) con- 
firmed that China will abide by 
inter guidelines and parameters.’’ 
the statement said. 

Spokeswoman Tutwiler said 
China's commitment “is an im- 
portant step forward in securing 
Chinese support for ballistic mis- 
sile nonproliferation.” 

These specific sanctions were 
separate from those imposed by 
Washington on China following 
the 1989 massacre of pro- 
democracy demonstrators in and 
around Peking's Tiananmen 
Square. 

The State Department said 
Washington would continue to 
monitor carefully all Chinese mis- 
sile or technology sales and would 
itself deny missile technology to 
China. 

The Bush administration's poli- 
cy of keeping high-level channels 
open to China has been the 
source of constant criticism by 
Democrats in Congress. 


U.N. envoy starts 
arms talks In Iraq 


U.S. 'does not seek Kurdish state’ 


BAGHDAD (R) — The head of 
a U.N. commission set up to strip 
Iraq of its most lethal weapons 
has held preliminary talks with 
Iraqi officials to persuade them to 
cooperate fully with U.N. plans. 

Rolf Ekeus. head of the U.N.'s 
special commission on Iraq, met 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Mohammad Saeed A1 
Sahaf Friday night, shortly after 
arriving for a three-day visit. 

‘T had talks with Ai Sahaf last 
night and expected to see the 
foreign minister and prime minis- 
ter today or Sunday,” Mr. Ekeus 
told Reuters. 

He said his mission was to 
“drive home” to Iraq the need for 
Baghdad to comply with U-N. 
plans, drawn up under the Gulf 
war ceasefire, to seek out and 
destroy any nuclear, biological, 
chemical or ballistic weapons Iraq 
might have. 

Iraq maintains that it has given 
U.N. weapons inspectors full 
cooperation and sees the Ekeus 
visit as crucial to its campaign to 
get lifted an 18-month-old trade 
blockade imposed in response to 
its invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 

But the Security Council ac- 
cused Iraq on Wednesday of ob- 
structing the U.N. plans after a 
series of diplomatic skirmishes 
between Baghdad and New York 
and periodic clashes between Ira- 


qi officials and visiting weapons 
inspectors. 

It warned of “serious consequ- 
ences" if Iraq failed to cooperate 
and sent Mr. Ekeus to Baghdad 
for his third round of talks with 
the government to seek full Iraqi 
compliance. 

The U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, Thomas Picker- 
ing, accused Baghdad of treating 
the U.N. plans to disarm Iraq 
with “appalling disdain.” 

Iraqi Prime Minister Moham- 
mad Hamza AI Zubeidi or his 
deputy, Tareq Aziz, is due to go 
to the United Nations next month 
to press far the lifting of the 
sanctions, which bar Iraq from 
exporting oil or importing any- 
thing except food and drugs. 

Mr. Ekeus will press Iraqi offi- 
cials to drop objections to U.N. 
monitoring of current Iraqi 
weapons programmes. Baghdad 
has refused, saying this is in- 
terference in its sovereignty. 

The U.N. envoy says it makes 
no sense to scrap Iraq's Gulf war 
Scud missiles, chemical munitions 
and nudear weapons research 
programmes if Iraq is replacing 
them with new weapons. 

Foreign Ministry officials said 
they expected Mr. Ekeus to bold 
talks with Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Hussein AI Khodayer on 
Saturday but the timing was not 
known. 


ANKARA (R) — The United 
States does not want an indepen- 
dent Kurdish state in northern 
Iraq. Turkey’s semi-official 
Anatolian news agency said on 
Friday quoting a senior U.S. offi- 
cial. 

“We want a pluralist future and 
the representation of all groups in 
northern Iraq. We don't want an 
independent state in the north,” 
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State 
Edward Djerejian told the 
agency. 

Mr. Djerejian arrived in Tur- 
key on Thursday to hold talks 
with Turkish Foreign Minister 
Hikmet Cetin and other officials 
on the regional issues in Middle 
East. He said the United States 
would continue to help Iraqi 
Kurds. 

Turkish Prime Minister Suley- 


man Demi re I. who met Iraqi Kur- 
dish leader Massoud Barzani on 
Friday, said Turkey was in- 
terested in security in northern 
Iraq. 

Mr. Barzani, leader of the Kur- 
distan Democratic Party (KDP), 
was told in Ankara that Turkey 
would provide more humanita- 
rian aid to Iraqi Kurds. 

Turkey permitted a U.S.-led 
allied force to ferry aid to the 
Kurds in a security zone in north- 
ern Iraq after a foiled post Gulf 
war rebellion last March forced 
about two million Kurds to flee 
into Turkey and Iran. 

“We have expressed our con- 
cerns about die security problems 
along the border with Iraq,” Mr. 
Demirel told reporters after 
meeting with Mr. Baizani. 

Mr. Demirel was referring to 


guerrilla camps in northern Iraq 
that are used by Tur kish Kurds to 
mount raids into Turkey. 

Iraq’s Kurds say they do not 
support the Turkish Kurds’ in- 
surgency, although Kurds on 
both sides of the border have 
strong cultural ties. 

Mr. Barzani was in Turkey to 
strengthen ties that were strained 
last foil after Turkish security 
forces attacked the Turkish 
Kurds’ guerrilla bases in northern 
Iraq. Mr. Barzani’s party said 
that local civilians had been killed 
and it withdrew its representative 
from Ankara. 

Last month the KDP said it bad 
decided to appoint another repre- 
sentative, saying it sought to im- 
prove ties with Mr. Demirel's 
coalition government that was 
installed after Oct. 20 elections. 


Rights group criticises secret detention in Egypt 


U.S. accuses Sudan 
of creating new crisis 


CAIRO (R) — An international 
human rights group criticised 
Egypt on Saturday for what it 
called “temporary disappear- 
ances” which often led to torture. 

Virginia Sherry, associate 
director of Middle East Watch 
(MEW), told a news conference 
the group had gathered evidence 
that political detainees were often 
held incommunicado for up to 
two weeks between their arrest 
and their transfer to prison. 

It was during this period that 
torture often occurred, she 
added. 

“This practice is systematic in 
the case of political detainees ... 
and is an invitation to torture,” 
she said. 


“We believe people held like 
this can be considered temporari- 
ly disappeared,” she added. 

Diplomats say Egypt is coming 
under increasing but subtie press- 
ure from its Western allies to 
dean up its human rights record. 

Interior Minister Mohammad 
Abdul Halim Musa has said allegations 
of torture are untrpe and de- 
signed to damage Egypt’s reputa- 
tion abroad. 

Ms. Sherry and another MEW 
official, John Valery White, said 
they were breaking their group's 
normal policy and bolding a news 
conference to announce prelimin- 
ary results because the Egyptian 
press had misrepresented them. 

The three government- 


controlled papers and the opposi- 
tion newspaper AI Wafd quoted 
Egyptian officials earlier this 
week as saying MEW had seen no 
sign of torture in prisons and 
found the only problem was over- 
crowding. 

“Middle East Watch was not 
contacted by Egyptian newspap- 
ers that reported our findings,” 
said Ms. Sherry, who visited six 
prisons during a four-week fact- 
finding tour, the first time a 
human rights group has been 
allowed into .Egypt's prisons. 

“Our findings should not be 
used by the Egyptian government 
to say that there is no torture in 
Egypt,” said Ms. Sherry. 


Denmark 

protests 

Rushdie 

decree 

COPENHAGEN (R) — De- 
nmark has attacked an Islamic 
death decree against British au- 
thor Salman Rushdie as a breach 
of basic human rights. 

Iran’s late spiritual leader. 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
said three years ago that Mr. 
Rushdie had to die for alleged 
blasphe m y against the Prophet 
Mohammad in his novel .“The 
Satanic Verses.” 

“The decree is in conflict with 
normal humanitarian principles 
and breaches the principles that 
govern relations between 
sovereign states,” Prime Minister 
Pool Schlueter said in a statement 
published in Danish newspapers 
on Saturday. 

Denmark would continue to 
stress the importance of human 
rights and tire right to freedom of 
expression hi its contacts with 
Iran, Mr. Schlueter said. 

Mr. Schlueter said closer inter- 
national ties brought danes into 
contact with traditions and views 
which were alien to them bat 
mast be respected. 

“But the death sentence on 
Rushdie goes for beyond tins, it is 
at odds with the most basic princi- 
ples of human rights,” be said. 

Mr. Rushdie, who has had to 
live in hiding protected by police 
since the edict, urged Britain and 
other European nations last week 
to put pressure on Iran to lift the 
Hfath sentence. 

Several hundred people 
attended a meeting in 
Copenhagen last week called by 
the Danish branch of the interna- 
tional writers* group Pen to pro- 
test against the death threat. 

The daily paper Pobtikeo said 
it has collected several hundred 
signatures supporting its cam- 
paign to have tiie issue raised at 
the U.N. General Assembly and 
to cut off cultural contacts with 
Iran until the threat is lifted. 

A group of Danish parlia- 
mentarians also plans to hand the 
I ranian embassy an appeal urging 
respect for Mr. Rushdie's right to 
proper legal procedures and free- 
dom of expression. 

Rushdie plans to remarry 

Mr. Rushdie, whose second 
marriage collapsed after be was 
forced into hiding by the death 
threat, plans to remarry soon, 
sources dose to the author said 
Friday. 

British news reports said Mr. 
Rushdie's future wife is a poet. 
Scotland Yard asked that her 
name not be released for security 
reasons. 


French draftees break 30-year silence in new film 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States Friday accused 
Sudan of driving 400.000 people 
of gunpoint From shanty towns 
around Khartoum into the desert 
and demanding they convert to 
Islam in order to gel food and 
water. 

“The government of Khartoum 
has bulldozed the homes of about 
400,000 people over the last 90 
days, but them into trucks and 
moved them out into the desert 
without any preparation at all at 
the sites they’ve been moved to.” 
said a senior offidal of the U.S. 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (AID). 

“This amounts to a death sent- 
ence for the people being put on 
these trucks.” Andrew Nacsios. 
AID’S assistant administrator of 
food and humanitarian aid, totd a 
news conference. 

Mr. Nalsios said most of those 
being transported were Christians 
and animists who had been dis- 
placed from their homes by the 
nine-year civil war between the 
Arab and Muslim north of the 
country and the African south. 


Sudan is a vast nation that 
stretches from Egypt’s southern 
border deep into east-central 
Africa. 

The Sudanese military govern- 
ment under Omar Hassan AI 
Bashir has been forcing Islamic 
law on the non-Muslim south of 
the country and taking an in- 
creasingly fandamentalist line. It 
has also sought close ties with 
Iran. 

Mr. Natsios said the displace- 
ment policy began in December. 
Some 3,000 to 4,000 people were 
being loaded on to trucks every 
day by troops with bayonets fixed 
and taken out of the capital into 
the desert. Repeated protests by 
the United States and other na- 
tions through diplomatic channels 
had had no effect. 

With the hot season 
approaching, he said the child 
mortality rate would dramatically 
increase unless action was taken 
to provide the refugees with shel- 
ter and water. 

Mr. Natsios said the Bashir 
government had refused to allow 
charity or aid organisations. 


By Patrick McDowdl 

The Associated Press 

PARIS — Thirty years after 
France lost the war in Algeria, 
middle-aged veterans are break- 
ing their long silence on the hor- 
rors and frustrations of a conflict 
that still scars both nations. 

Their forum is “The War Without a 
Name-,” a ground-breaking 
four-hour film documenting the 
stories of 28 former draftees who 
fought the futile 1954-62 war to 
keep Algeria, which is in North 
Africa. French. The film opened 
here Wednesday night. 

Directed by Bernard Taver- 
nier. the documentary is the first 
to let ordinary privates and 
sergeants tell, in their own words, 
what the war was like — and what 
it did to them. 

“I know this seems ridiculous 
after 30 years, but it's still upset- 
ting.” said one, Robert 
Donazello, whose memories of a 
gun battle made him cry. “This is 
the first time I’ve ever sp>oken of 
it, even to my family.” 

The testimony is intercut with 
black-and-white snapshots taken 


by the draftees during their two- 
year tours of duty. 

The most moving photos are 
those of Serge Puygrenier. One 
shows him drinking beer with 
buddies on leave. Later, another 
captures him in a military hospital 
bed, his lower left leg amputated 
after a bullet ripped into it during 
an ambush. 

“For us, the war in Algeria is 
still going on every day,” said Mr. 
Puygrenier's wife. “Every time 
Serge puts on bis prosthesis, every 
time it hurts him to walk.” 

Though countless books and 
news articles have been written 
on the war, few films have been 
made. France, Mr. Tavernier 
says, has long preferred to bury 
the war’s painful memories — 
and ignore the men who fought it. 

“TTiey terribly resent the way 
an official lead blanket was 
thrown over this bit of history," 
Mr. Tavernier said in an inter- 
view in the newspaper Le Monde. 

The film, released to good re- 
views, opened a month before the 
30th anniversary of the March 19, 
1962, ceasefire between France 
and Algeria’s National Liberation 


Front Independence movement. 

A civil war as well as a colonial 
straggle, the conflict tore the 
social and political fabric of 
France at least as deeply as Viet- 
nam affected the United States a 
decade later. 

France colonised Algeria in 
1830, and generations of school- 
children were taught that it was as 
French as Paris. The war spelled 
the end of the French Empire. 

About 2.5 million draftees — 
from a population of 50 million — 
crossed the Mediterranean. More 
than 23,000 died and 200,000 
were wounded. On the Algerian 
side, one million people died, 
Algerian authorities claim. 

In the film, the veterans re- 
count atrocities and torture com- 
mitted by both sides. Some ex- 
press opposition to the war. 
Others vent anger at France for 
abandoning Algerians who 
fought on its side. Others show 
hurt at the shame, indifference or 
scorn that greeted their home- 
coming. 

“Over there, we were proud to 
be paratroopers,” said Cesar De- 


be llo. “We came back to France, 
and people said, ‘paratroopers, 
torturers.’ So I kept my mouth 
shut for 30 years.” 

The title “The War Without a 
Name” refers to France’s long- 
standing policy of referring to the 
conflict as a simple maintenance 
of public order. 

Mr. Tavernier contrasts French 
indifference toward the war’s 
thousands of psychiatric casual- 
ties with the numerous studies 
made in the United States of 
disorders related to Vietnam. 

“In France, the rules were in- 
credible: For there to be a 
trauma, it had to be declared 
within 30 days after coming 
borne,” he told Le Monde. 

The film closes at a psychiatric 
hospital, where a patient tells Mr. 
Tavernier, whose previous works 
included the jazz film “Round 
Midnight,” of how be played jazz 
piano before the war. 

Mr. Tavernier tapes die man 
knocking out a tune in the hospit- 
al’s common room as dozens of 
his former comrades-in-arms look 
on. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

U.N. report hits Afghan guerrillas 

GENEVA (R) A United Nations report called an Friday for the 

release of all political prisoners and prisoners of ‘ wat in Afghanis- 
tan. The report, compiled for the world body s comaosoa on 
human rights, implicitly criticised anti-gweniRMrt gtwmlte fra 
limiting international access to their prisoners. Political prisoners 
on all sides should be released unconditionally ... all pnsraen of 
war should be released unconditionally," toe document declared 
The report, compiled by Austrian diplomat Felix Enaaoora, was 
ba se d on visits to Afghanistan and areas of Pakistan where guerrilla 
groups were based in 1991 and early this year. Mr. Ennacora said 
toe number of political prisoners held by toe government 
stable at around 2,500, while the process of interrogation “stffi 
appears not to be devoid of fll-treatmcnt.” But be noted that wink 
he and officials of toe International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) had been allowed to visit government detainees, it was 
difficult to gain access to prisoners held by opposition forces. The 
report said it appeared that high-ranking officers of the govern- 
ment forces captured by the guerrillas were treated in accordance 
with international conventions. But he said he was unable to find 
art how low-ranking soldiers were handled. “In addition, Ure fa te 
of Soviet prisoners of war, which represents a particular interna- 
tional concern, has not been elucidated,” the report declared. 
Moscow officials say some 300 soldiers of the former Soviecunjr, 
in Afghanistan to support the government from 1979 to 1989, are 
still missing — apparently held by" the guerrillas. 

India plans to seek Israel’s help 

NEW DELHI (AP) — India, which faces a half-dozen insurgen- 
cies, may seek Israel's help in curbing extremism. Defence Minister 
Shared Pawar said Friday. “We are thinking of seeking their 
cooperation on bow to curb terrorism, which they have mastered,’' 
Mr. Pawar told reporters at an air base in western India. Mr. 
Pa war’s statement was reported by United News of India (UNI) 
news agency. It did not elaborate or give details. India and Israel 
established frill diplomatic relations Jan. 29. UNI said Mr. Pawar 
ruled out defence cooperation with Israel to replace the Sovie t 
Union, which was India’s main arms supplier before ^ disintegra- 
tion. In dian security forces are fighting Sikh separatists in the state 
of Punjab and Muslim militants in Kashmir. At least three other 
insurgencies for independence or autonomy are being fought by 
ethnic rebels in the remote jungles of northeast. In the jungles of 
South India, left-wing militan ts are waging a guerrilla war. saying 
they are fighting for social justice. More than 12,000 people have 
been killed in Punjab alone by Sikh militants, who have bombed 
trains and buses, opened fire randomly in crowded markets and 
massacred famili es after dragging them out of their homes. Muslim 
militants, fighting for the independence of the northern state of 
Kashmir , have lolled hundreds of security forces in sniper and 
grenade attacks. 

Nosair in prison isolation, wife says 

NEW YORK (R) — The man acquitted of killing Israeli extremist 
leader Meir Kahane but sentenced to up to 22 years in prison for 
other shootings has been placed in protective isolation because of 
alleged death threats, bos wife said Friday. “Why is he being 
punished because of these death threats?” asked El Sayyid Nosair’s 
American-born wife, who converted to Islam and uses the name 
Khadijah. Speaking from a secret location in New York Qty, she 
told Reuters Mr. Nosair was being confined to a cell 23 hours a day 
and was forbidden to watch television, read a newspaper or 
telephone calls to her. She said her husband, in addition, was not 
permitted to attend prayers at toe prison. A spokesman for the 
state corrections department said the agency was unaware of any 
death threats against Mr. Nosair. “He was placed in admin is trative 
segregation for his own protection and because of the notoriety of 
his crime,” the spokesman said. Mr. Nosair was sentenced last 
month to serve up to 22 years in prison for shooting and wounding 
a postal security worker and another man the night of Nov. 5, 1990, 
when Kahane was shot dead at a New York hotel. Mrs. Nosair said 
she was informed of her husband's move to a maximum-security 
prison on Wednesday from another nearby high -security facility, 
after the death threats were received. 

Turkish minister to resign 

ANKARA (R) — A Turkish junior minister embroiled in a row 
over the use of orphanage funds for expenses will resign from the 
government but will continue as a member of parliament, a senior 
official of her party said on Friday. Social Democrat Populist Party 
(SHP) Secretary-General Cevdet Selvi said state minister Gulcr 
Den, who is responsible for women's and family issues in Turkey’s 
coalition government, was to hand in her resignation on Saturday. 
The Anatolian news agency said the SHF’s executive council 
decided at a meeting on Thursday that Ms. Deri should resign. 
Turkish newspapers printed pictures of Ms. Deri and her husband 
on a new year’s holiday at a lakeside hotel for which they said an 
orphanage under Ms. Den’s supervision had paid toe bill, Ms. Deri 
wu also accused of buying full-page newspaper obituaries of her 

“E* ** ^ “W 0 *. On Monday, she 

handed over nearly $30,000 to pay back expenses she made since 


gwOTment took office in November. Ms. Deri, a pharmacist from 
the central Anatolian province of Canlriri, described the incidents 
asa mistake dne to misinformation and her lack of bureaucratic 



m Saudi Arabia from Monday to Tlm^ sSETSTSSS 
delation to the 10th meeting of 

Commission. He would afep meet the mimwe c * x>DO ? a 
industry and foreign ministers. He would thS^aviTto^ 

mc ^ n ? B Were planned with President FW i 
Klerk and African National Congress leader Npivm m. jLi 
other government and onion ofS Cb °° * Wda “ 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:36 La maiscm bleu 

17:45 . 

18:10 . 


1W» . 


19-Jt . 


awe . 
awo . 
21:16 
22.-00 . 

News in English 




PRAYER TIMES 

05 rill . 



14=53 . 
17:20 . 

18JS . 



CHURCHES 

St. Mur of Nanrctfc Cbarcfe Sweifieh 
Tel- 810740 

AjwnVitVTi at God Chnreh. Tel. 
632785. 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
O— trfc at the A nmmrfalfc m Tel. 
637440- 

Dr b Sdk Chord. Tel. 661757 


Tcmuaia Cborda Tel: 622366 
Chord, or Ac Auumdadoa Td. 

623541. 

Anglican Chord. Td. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

A rm e nian CmhoRc Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Ortfcdn Chord. Td. 

775261. 

Sjrta Orthodox Chord. Td. 771751. 
Amman International Chord. Td. 

685326. 

EvangeBcnl Letters* Chord. Td: 

811295. 

The Choch at Jeauo Christ of Latter- 
Day Sotatt Td. 823824. 654932. 
Chord, at (he Naanm id. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Mcteomkigy. 

The Kingdom cill be a Reeled by a 
de p ress i on accompanied by cold 
fronts. Therefore, il will be cold, 
cloudy and rainy at times, with snow 
expected in hilly areas with an eleva- 
tion of 1 .000 metres and more. Winds 
will be southwesterly gusty. In Aqaba, 
it wfl| be pally cloudy and scattered 
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showers of rain arc expected, while 
winds will be southerly fresh and seas 
calm. 

MmJMu. temp. 
Amman 4 /8 


Aqaba 9 ; 15 

Deserts 5/10 

Jordan VaDey 8/ \i 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 18, Aqaba 24. Humidity readings: 
Amman 32 per Cent. Aqaba 40 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Arafat AI Ashhab 602507 

Dr. Abdul Hodi Toyjrcm 6201 15 

Dr. Joseph !msh 770560 

Dr. Mohammad Manga 741444 

firas pharmacy 661912 
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MID: 
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ZARQA: 
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Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defame Department 661 111 
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Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency - 199 
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Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 
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Traffic Police 896390 

PsMe Scarify DeputiscM 630321 

Hotel Complaint* 605800 

Price Complain is 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complauu 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone laTonxutkra 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repair* 623101 

Abdah' Telephone Repain 661101 

Jordan Tekvtskn 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Efectrinty Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Afia Ind. Airport 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hnssetn Medkal Centre 813813/32 

Kha&U Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akiteti Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mains, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmessmi 664J71/4 

Shmdsam Hospital 669131 

UnmxsfeyHospsal 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdafi. 666127/37 

Al-AWi, Abdah 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mufaajrecn 777101/3 

Al-Buhir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Aba Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (091983323 

Zaras National Hospital .. (09)900560 

fbn Sba Hospital (09)986732 

AI Httna Modem Hospital (09)990990 
MID: 

P rinces s Banna Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hcnpita) (021272275 
IbnAlNafccs Hospital..... (02)247 10O 
AQABA: 

Primes Hay* Hospital .... (03)31411! 

FOB THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This informa ti on g supplied by Jtoyrf 
J ordaom ( RJ) information depart- 
ment st the Queen Afia fn«naiKH8f 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where Jr 
should always be icriliaf. 

AHOVA1S 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

o»m Jeddah (RJ) 


•fcSS ^'D^'.'Abu^S Jrj! 

•MS Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Ifc43 Cairo (RJ) 

IWI ■■■• New York, Amsterdam (RJy 

I f** Madrid, Rome (RJ) 

Paris, Genera (Rj) 

Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

ft* London, Brasscfc (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


Cano (MS) 

Moscow (Sin 

Lantaca(CY) 

Betrut(ME) 


DEPASTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rtgtrts 

(Terminal 1) 


Beirut (RJ) 

Tunis, C»ab^«(Rj] 

Cairo (RJ) 

Larnaka(Rj) 

* Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus (Rj) 

^/sassaa® 

KiaULnmpqr.SiiCTXJreOm 


other FlIsM* (Terminal 2} 

c*io(MS) 

JTZ Bonn, Rome (AZ) 

£2 .M~»(SU) 

" 


:::::: 5$ S! 

gJJgS 

SEL; - *»/«» 

SS5®!. 180/120 

200/ 150 

g5Sc7I 250/200 

Ratfeh “ 300 / 250 

140/90 

sSaA'z:z % ~ — flws 

Tomato — I 200/150 

2 »/2» 
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“■'tSfii'iB'' health related fields be- 
Ll-^bcai'Iibya' and Jordan. 

f, ^ Jordanian team is led by 
Adrian Abbas, the Health 
'^ ifikstty’s secretary general, and 
'■Z.^lSbyan side is led by Habib 
jjjser, the undersecretary of 
; ‘ tealth in Libya. 

talks will cover employ- 
p joMt prospects in Libya for 
j Jordanian doctors and para- 
‘ medics, sending Libyan patients 
! fa treatment to Jordanian hos- 
! ratals and launching Libyan- 
s'' Jordanian cooperation in the 
■ * manufacture of medical equip- 
s *■ meat and medicines, according to 
; ,-Heafch Ministry officials. 

I, They said that the joint com- 
! * gjittee w31 review a draft agree- 
ment on these matters, which also 
Ir.entails launching joint phar- 
i - tnoeotical ventures employing 
!~pbstk: and other raw materials 
}r found in either country. 

At the outset of the talks. Dr. 

• 1 Abbas welcomed the Libyan 
! C' gdM 3 * lauding the existing coop- 
j ■ cation between Libya and Jor- 
'! dan in various fields. 

1 ft. • * 

J : Mr. Naser, for his part, said 

;♦ that his country was deeply satis- 
1 , fied with the rate of coordination 
! and integration between the two 
I countries. Libya already employs 
; hundreds of Jordanian doctors 
- and nurses and buys a great deal 
t ; of its needs of medicines from the 
[' Jordanian market. 
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Royal Jordanian airlines officials Saturday kick off a marketing conference at the Amman Plaza Hotel 

RJ officials review 1991 operations, set goals for 1992 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Celebrating 
29 years of operation. Royal 
Jordanian airlines President and 
Chief Executive Mahmoud Jamal 
Balqez inaugurated on Saturday 
the 27th annual marketing con- 
ference of the airline at the Am- 
man Plaza Hotel. 

Participants at the inauguration 
ceremony included airline area 
managers, representatives from 
41 worldwide locations to where 
Royal Jordanian operates or has 
sales offices and other key de- 
partments. 

According to a statement re- 
leased by RJ. the objectives of 
the conference was to review the 
airlines’ traffic and revenue per- 
formances in 1991. In addition, 
the meeting discussed its operating 
plans and strategies, ways to meet die 


increasingly keen competition in 
international air transport market 
and promoting tourism in the 
Kingdom. 

In his opening remarks. Mr. 
.Balqez outlined the status of the 
airline and its competitive 
strategy to meet the financial, 
marketing and operational com- 
mitments in the coming years. 
Mr. Balqez encouraged the atten- 
dees to work harder with a sense 
of vision and determination so 
that Royal Jordanian grows to 
new heights and proves to be an 
asset to the nation. 

According to the statement, RJ 
flew 802,649 passengers in 1991 


and mail on its services worl- 
dwide, an increase of 44 per cent 
in passengers and 56 per cent in 
cargo and mail traffic. 

The statement also said that RJ 
has resumed its operating plans 
for 1992 to Bangkok. Kuala Lum- 
pur, and Singapore as well as a 
fifth weekly service to New York 
and two weekly flights to Athens. 
The air services will also be in- 
creased to three per week to New 
Delhi and two per week to 
Toronto. 

With this increase, the state- 
ment added, RJ will be offering 
174 weekly flights in and out of 
Jordan, serving 40 destinations 


and carried about 42,192 tonnes. on four continents, 
of cargo and mail. In 1992, RJ Royal Jordanian also plans to 
ex P ects * .156,881 passen- . increase its revenues considerably 
gers and 65,931 tonnes of cargo f r0 m its sources 


other than the air transport, the 
statement said. 

The airline's Training Centre 
and Simulators, located at Queen 
Alia International Airport, 
attract trainees from many fore- 
ign airlines, including Europe. 
Throughout 1992 its Airbus A310 
Simulator* expects to be busy 18 
hours every day. Its large and 
modern maintenance facility 
offers all types of maintenance 
and overhaul to many Arab air- 
lines, the statement added. 

The conference will last for 
three days. The second day will 
discuss detailed marketing and 
budget discussions between 
groups of officials. On the third 
participants will tour facilities at 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port. 
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King congratulates Qatari 
•leader 

■.T. 

AMMAN (Petra) — His .Majesty Kmg Hussein 
vSatmxlay-seirt'a -cable to the emir of Qatar, Prince 
r . Khalifa Ben:.Hamad A1 -Tfeani, to congratulate 
him in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian 
people and government on the occasion of his 
accession to the throne. King Hussein wished 
Prince Khalifa continued good health and happi- 
ness and the Qatari people further progress and 
prosperity. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Industry and Trade Minis- 
ters Abdullah Ensour met Saturday with the 
Egyptian ambassador to Jordan. Discussion at 
the meeting centred on ways of enhancing 
Jardaniao-Egyptian cooperation in economic and 
commercial fields D*- Ensour also met with the 
Tumefy ambassador in Amman and discussed 
with him economic and commercial relations 
between Jordan and Lebanon and ways of 
pro mo ti n g them. 

Australian art prize features Iraq 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A major Australian art prize 
for painting, the Sulman Prize, has been awarded 
thh year to the Australian artist, Kevin Connor, 
for a painting entitled “Najaf Iraq June 199L 
The painting was described by the artist as his 
reaction to the destruction of the City of Najaf in 
die civil war which followed the 1991 Gulf war. 


Mr. Connor visited Najaf and other locations in 
Iraq in June 1991, and witnessed the destruction 
resulting from the conflict. The lower part of his 
painting shows the phantoms of those who died in 
die fighting. The oil painting was selected horn 
over 500 entries for the annual award. Mr. 
Connor visited Jordan in the course of his visit to 
Iraq, and met several prominent members of the 
Jordanian artistic community. 

British official due today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The permanent under- 
secretary of tile Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office. Sir David Gilmore, will arrive in Jordan 
today as part of a tour of the Middle East. He will 
be meeting His Majesty King Hussein and the 
_ prime minister for talks on a range of bilateral 
and regional subjects. 


Ministerial delegation leaves 
for Syria 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing 
the Ministry of Education left Amman for 
Damascus Saturday on a week-long visit to Syria. 
During its stay there, the delegation will meet 
with Syrian officials and will visit educational 
institutions to get acquainted with the Syrian 
educational experiment. The visit comes within 
the framework of the continuous cooperation 
between Jordan and Syria and in implementation 
of the cultural cooperation programme signed 
between the two countries. 


Snow, rain expected today 
and Monday, Abanda says 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly buBehas and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

☆ An exhibition by Spanish artist Scad Esheiri at tire Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of paintings by Shakir Hasan A1 Said at Abdul 
Hameed Shaman Foundation Gallery (10 a.m.-5 p.m.) 

* Graphic art by Sadik Kwaish at K a tarina Art 

Gallery, Gardens Street. 

fr of photos depicting histor ical and archaeological 

• sftes in Jordan at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

-fr Exbfliitioa of publications by the University of Jordan’s 
Scientific Research Deansfaip at tire university. 

theatre 

☆ Arabic play entitled “Who’s There?” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 8 p.m. 

CONCERT 

☆ Piano redtai by Prof. Friedrich Wfflrehn Schnarr at tire Royal 
Cultural Cadre — 8 p-m- 


CORRECTION 

Recent articles published on the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees have noted that tne 
organisation’s budget for 1992 was $572 million. The amount is 
for the 1992-93 budget. The Jordan Times regrets the error. 


Hello? 

Anyone 

home? 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Telephone 
services to 17,000 subscribers in 
Jordan were disrupted Saturday 
for their failure to pay their dues 
for charges on local and interna- 
tional calls, according to an 
announcement by the Telecom- 
munications Corporation (TCC). 

The TCC has disrupted part of 
the services as a temporary step 
but intends to cut the service 
altogether should the subscribers 
still fail to pay their dues in a 
week's time from now, said the 
announcement by Ahmad 
Mimes, TCC assistant diretor for 
financial affairs. 

Mr. Mimes said that the partial 
service disruption for the 17,000 
subscribers means they can re- 
ceive calls but cannot make calls. 
As a result of the measure, Mr. 
Munes noted, large crowds of 
subscribers who have been 
afiected by the partial dferuption 
queued outside the TCC offices 
for statement of their dues and 
restoration of full telephone ser- 
vices to their homes and offices. 

The TCC is in the process of 
terminating telephone services of 
snbscribers who do not respond 
to the calls to pay their dues and, 
in some cases, the TCC has refer- 
red the matter to courts to ensure 
settlement of dues to the public 
treasury. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is in 
for more heavy rain and snow m 
the next- two days with tempera- 
tures dropp i ng to zero Celsius, 
according to the Department of 
Meteorology Saturday. 

A cold depression is expected 
to affect Jordan this morning, 
causing noticeable drop in 
temperatures and bringing rain 
with high winds blowing at the 
speed of 80 kms an hour, depart- 
ment Director Ali Abanda said. 

He said that as of this evening 
and Monday morning, snow wiU 
stan falling on highlands rising 
above sea JeveJ by 1,100 metres, 
gradually extending to highlands 
700 metres above sea level. Mr. 
Abanda said that high winds will 
continue as the temperatures con- 
, tin lie to drop and snow would 
continue to foil until Tuesday 
evening. 

Referring to the weather condi- 
tions prevailing Saturday, Mr. 
Abanda said that the Kingdom 
was under the effect of a depress- 
ion with warm winds centered 
south of Cyprus causing a rise in 
temperatures and some light 
showers on parts of the country. 

The last snowstorm shut down 
businesses and schools, disrupted 
communications and dam- 

age to property. Vast areas of 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabar- 
iti returned to Amman Saturday, 
ending a three day visit to Cairo 
where he concluded talks with 
officials on the employment of 
Egyptians in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Kabariti told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that his 
talks with the Egyptian Ministry 
of Manpower and Training co- 
vered the process of employing 
workers, ending with the signing 
of a joint statement on organising 
the employment of workers in the 
two countries. 

The agreement provides for the 
Egyptian Ministry of Manpower 
and Training and the Ministry of 
Labour in Jordan io prepare a list 
of trades and professions re- 
quired by the labour market in 
either country prior to importing 
workeis to lake up employment, 
said the minister in a statement 




upon returning to Amman. Mr. 
Kabariti said that the two minis- 
tries are to be the sole authorities 
for rhe employment of workers 
from either side and all applica- 
tions should be addressed to 
them. 

The two ministries are also 
authorised to endorse contracts 
for non-Jordanians working here 
or Jordanian workers employed 
in Egypt. 

The joint statement also noted 
that Egyptian and Jordanian 
nationals currently employed in 
either country without work per- 
mits to be allowed sufficient time 
to obtain permits to work. Other- 
wise. the concerned authorities 
would have to deal with them in 
accordance with the existing laws, 
according to the statement. 

The two sides agreed that the 
Egyptian embassy in Amman and 
the Jordanian embassy in Cairo 


would be informed of the name 1 
of those workers that have beet 
ordered to leave the country fo: 
violating the country's laws tc 
ensure that they receive end-of 
service compensation from theii 
employers. 

While in Cairo Mr. Kabarit 
said he met with Arab Leagut 
Secretary General Esmat Abdu 
Mejuid to discuss Arab affairs 
At the stun of his visit, Mr. 
Kabariti was reported *o have 
discussed the Middle East peace 
process with Egypt’s minister ol 
foreign affairs. Amr Musa. 

Mr. Kabariti was quoted by thi 
Middle East News Agency as 
calling for a fresh start to enc 
inter-Arab differences anc 
embark on joint Arab action tc 
cope with the magnitude of the 
serious challenges facing the 
Arab nation. 


Allied ships contisrateg to harass, 
disrupt work at Aqaba, official says 


Jordan Valley, farmlands were 
flooded and most of the crops 
growing there, estimated at mil- 
lions of dinars, were lost. 

The rains and snow of the past 
two months have filled the dams 
in Jordan prompting the govern- 
ment to embark on the construc- 
tion of additional dams. 

Meanwhile, the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) Saturday 
issued a warning to the public in 
advance of the coming storm, 
requesting people to take extra 
precautions. 

Captain Nabil Kawar, director 
of the CDD Public Relations 
Department, said that the high 
winds will probably cause various 
bard metals and other materials 
to fly off roofs and to cut tele- 
phone and electricity lines. 

He said that members of the 
public are called on to cover 
water tanks and to keep away 
from fallen cables and power 
lines. Residents are being asked 
to move away from low, lying 
areas which will probably be in- 
undated with water, he said. He 
also called on people to cooper- 
ate so as to minimis e losses. 

Capt. Kawar urged citizens to 
store sufficient food and fuel, to 
avoid going out in the snow and 
bad weather for essential com- 
modities. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
American-led embargo imposed 
on the sea port of Aqaba since 
the start of the Gulf crisis is 
devastating Jordan’s maritime 
business and has so far caused 
losses to the national economy- 
estimated at $46 million, accord- 
ing to the President of the Jorda- 
nian Shipping Agents Association 
(JSAA) Tawfiq Kawar. 

The embargo in Aqaba is un- 
justified and should be termin- 
ated immediately if the national 
economy is to be restored, Mr. 
Kawar said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

The foreign navies have been 
closely monitoring shipping to 
Aqaba. Jordan's only sea port, 
and inspecting vessels. Mr. 
Kawar noted. Allied warships 
stationed in the Tiran Straits at 
the entrance to the Gulf of Aqaba 
have enforced tough inspection 
orders since the war ended in 
February of 1991. 

Jordan has been committed to 
sanctions against Iraq in com- 
pliance with U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions, Mr. Kawar said. 

In the last quarter of 1991 and 
for the first time the foreign 
navies which have been imposing 
strict inspection on all vessels, 
especially container ships. Ban- 
ned the arrival at Aqaba of ves- 
sles laden with sacks of sugar and 
rice, saying that the sacks pre- 


vented officers from reaching the 
lower holds nf the .ships. Mr. 
Kawar noted. 

According to Mr. Kawar. in 
1990 and 1991 the allied navies 
intercepted M vessels. 21 of 
which were banned from arriving 
at Aqaba. 3S were diverted to 
neighbouring ports and 21 ex- 
posed io harassment at the Tiran 
Straits and delayed from arriving 
on schedule, he said. 

The allied navies demand that 
all cargo and containers on any 
ship heading for the port be 
accessible to inspectors, not just 
goods heading to Aqaba. Mr. 
Kawar pointed out. 

Referring to the losses to Jor- 
dan's national economy. Mr. 
Kawar said that 20 to 30 per cent 
in extra insurance premium have 
been added on ships coming into 
Aqaba. 

In addition, Mr. Kawar said, 
there are losses sustained by the 
Jordanian shipping lines esti- 
mated at $9 million, losses sus- 
tained by the Pons Corporation, 
as a result of diverting vessels to 
other ports in Syria and Lebanon, 
are estimated at 55 million, losses 
to Jordanian importers, as a re- 
sult of diverting incoming vessels 
to neighbouring Red Sea ports, 
with an extra cost for re- 
shipment. losses represented in 
the delay of arrival of spare parts 


and primary materials for th 
Jordanian industry and losses o 
many foreign markets that user 
io import Jordanian products. 

According ;o Mr. Kawar 
Aqaba port started to restore par 
of its activities in the wake o 
U.N. Security Council Resole 
lion 6S7 which allowed shipment 
of food and medicine to read' 
Iraq. He noted that a total cl 
1.054 vessels of all kinds docked 
at Aqaba in 1991 unloading goods 
of nearly 5.4 million tonnes in 
weight. 

Mr. Kawar noted that Jordan 
was only teuing food, medicines 
and other humanitarian supplier 
to reach Iraq after the U.N. had 
eased the sanctions. Before the 
Gulf crisis. 70 per cent of cargo 
heading to Aqaba was for Iraq. 

According to official sources 
here, Baghdad has resumed it; 
imports of rice, sugar and wheat 
via Aqaba, but the lack of funds 
to pay for more imports is keep- 
ing transit business at Aqaba tow. 

In addition, the officials say the 
allied harassment was resulting in 
a shortage of raw materials badly 
needed by local industries, 
hampering Jordan's exports of 
phosphate, potash and fertilisers. 
Allied action is also slowing down 
other exports to new markets like 
the countries of the former Soviet 
Union. Yemen and Libva. 


Former Prime Minister Obeidat warns 
of increasing threat to environment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Speakers at a 
three-day symposium on the con- 
dition of the environment and air 
pollution in Jordan called for 
speedy measures to deal with the 
pollution threatening the air, soil 
and water in the Kingdom. 

The symposium, organised 
jointly by the Jordanian Society 
for the Control of Environmental 
Pollution and the Goethe Insti- 
tute in Amman, was addressed by 
former Prime Minister and Socie- 
ty President Ahmad Obeidat, 
who called on the concerned au- 
thorities to take serious steps for 
the protection of the environment 
from pollution. 


Addressing the opening ses- 
sion. Mr. Obeidat stressed the 
need for developed measures to 
stem atmospheric pollution and 
control the quality of air through 
doser cooperation with the Un- 
ited Nations Environment Prog- 
ramme (UNEP) and with other 
specialised international agen- 
des. 

With the emergence of more 
industrial projects in the King- 
dom. the chance for a polluted 
atmoshpere increases, warned 
Mr. Obeidat. He said this situa- 
tion calls for upgrading and 
boosting public awareness in view 
of the dangers involved in air 


pollution, which is detrimental n 
human, plant and animal life. 

Mr. Obeidat mentioned in par- 
ticular the pollution caused to the 
atmosphere from the cement in- 
dustry. the phosphate mines, the 
thermal power stations and the 
petroleum refinery stations in 
Jordan. 

His views and warning were 
echoed by Minister of Munidpal 
and Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat, who noted that rhe 
second half of the present centurv 
witnessed an imbalance in nature 
and the earth atmosphere. 


Potholes — Evidence of poor pl&nninj 


By Serene Efolasa 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — It is a very chal- 
lenging task nowadays to be 
able to drive your car down a 
road in Amman and manage 
not go over a pothole. Those 
-lucky enough with quick re- 
flexes usually swerve their cars 
at the right moment but those 
unlucky usually find them- 
selves with their cars in the 
pits. 

The wave of bad weather 
that has swept the Kingdom 
since the beginning of this year 
has left the roads of Amman in 
shambles. Although the weath- 
er played a major role in des- 
troying and cracking the roads, 
many other factors contributed 
to their quick and early dam- 
age, officials said. 

According to Naiem 
Hudhud, a project manager in 
a contracting company, 
Hudhudshand Ltd. many 
urban roads are not well 
drained and have not been 
structurally designed to meet 
the rather fast dty develop- 
ment. 

“This is mainly a drainage 
problem,” Mr. Hudhud said. 
"Sometimes roads me not built 
with proper elevations to drain 
surface water toward a specific 


end." 

Echoing the same sentiment, 
Falah A] Amoush, an engineer 
and manager in the Road Con- 
struction Department in the 
Greater Amman Municipality, 
said the drainage problem re- 
mains the biggest enemy of 
roads in Amman. 

“We are working hard at 
finding ways to prevent water 
accumulation in certain roads, 
especially main, roads," Mr. Al 
Amoush said. “Yet, our main 
problem remains to be the 
drainage problem." 

Mr. Hudhud said even in 
roads with somewhat proper 
drainage systems, two prob^ 
Jems are still unaddrcssecL One 
is manholes are not in the right 
place on the roads and the 
second is lade of- continuous 
maintenance of drainage sys- 
tems. 

"When drainage systems are 
not continuously maintained, 
the system becomes blocked 
and water is not properly 
drained out,” be said. 

As a result of improper 
drainage systems, water re- 
mains on the roads and results 
in potholes. “Asphalt is not 
meant to stand water for long 
periods,” explained Khaled 
Hudhud, a construction en- 


gineer. "If the water is not 
drained immediately, the 
asphalt coating will not stay as 
strong or flexible as it is and 
will loose its stability." 

Another problem that con- 
tributes to the bad state of the 
roads in the Kingdom is lack of 
future planning. Hisham Al 
Azzeh. Hudhudshand 's con- 
tracts manager, explained that 
after the completion of a road, 
the road is dug again many 
times in order ro install utilities 
such as electricity, telephone 
lines or water pipes and drain- 
age systems. 

“The digging causes disturb- 
ances around the area where 
the hole was made to install a 
utility," Mr. Al Azzeh said. 

He added that even after the 
installation is completed, the 
work done on the road almost aJ- 
' ways is not up to the standard 
of the road before it was dug. 

Mr. Al Azzeh attributed the 
problem to the “cancerous” 
growth in cities in the Third 
World. "Expansion of cities in 
the poor world is not normal," 
he said. “And governments 
most often are not ahead in 
their planning by extending the 
necessary utilities and services 
before building the roads." 

Acknowledging the lack of 
planning, Mr. Al Amoush said 


that this problem is a major 
one and is faced especially in 
Amman because of the speed 
of growth of the city. 

Mr. Al Amoush added that 
special study teams within the 
municipaJity have been created 
in order to avoid the same 
craps when planning the con- 
struction of future roads. 

Another contributing factor 
to the poor state of the roads is 
the improper repair systems. 
Mr. Al Azzeh said that when a 
pothole is formed on a road, 
merely covering it up with a 
top coating of asphalt does not 
address the problem, the re- 
pair should go to the limit of 
the failure. 

Mr. Al Azzeh said that 
sometimes water seeps into the 
lower levels of the road and 
ruins them. So when repairs are 
done around a certain pothole, 
areas around it should be included 
in order to minimise any future 
damage. 

“In order to avoid damage 
to tile cars, and when the 
weather does not permit us to 
make the proper repairs to the 
roads we sometimes put a tem- 
porary asphalt cold mix to cov- 
er up a pothole.” Mr. Al 
Amoush explained. "This is 
temporary until the weather 
clears up then we star? 


necessary repairs." 

Mr. Naiem Hudhud called 
for the formation “of mainte- 
nance groups that use adv- 
anced techniques and skilled 
man power." He added: “they } 
should be well financed, man- ! 
aged and sufficient in number 1 
to carry out all types of mainte- i 
nance including preventive | 
maintenance, even before the 
damage is visible or de- t 
veloped." ] 

Mr. Al Azzeh said many [ 
things should be considered in 1 
the future when roads are • 
built. For a start, he said, the I 
contractors of these roads | 
should believe that mainte-; i 
nance is part of road makino, ! 
and should allocate a certain - ! 
budget for the purpose. 

“Even if we pay a Joi of 
money now, in the long-term 
we would have saved the ■ 
money tha: otherwise would be 
spent on continuous repairs," | 
Mr. Al Azzeh said. . j 

Mr. Al Amoush said that j 
'this year's budget allocation for 
maintenance purposes is suffi- 
cient taking into account the 
situation of the roads following 
the bad winter. 

“We have prepared a well 
equipped and qualified person- 
nel to oversee all maintenance 
jobs,” he said. 
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Contest in the wings 

THE ELECTION of Yitzhak Rabin as leader of the Israeli 
Labour Party may offer greater opportunities for peace in 
the Middle East provided be leads his party to victory in the 
upcoming elections. Not that Rabin's posture on the basis 
for a permanent peace in the area is totally acceptable to the 
Arab side or provides sufficient hope for real progress In the 
staggering peace process. Rather it is tbe message that lies 
behind the former Labour prime minister’s election at a 
tune when three hawks were vying for the leadership of the 
Likud Party that is of interest to us here. 

When viewed against the backdrop of the Likud elections 
where Ariel Sharon, the housing minister, was soundly 
defeated by both Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, the 
incumbent leader of the party, and David Levy, who came 
second, the election of Rabin is projected to strengthen the 
chances of the Labour Party to win the next national 
elections due to be held in June. The Likud had managed to 
stay on top during the last two national elections held in 
1984 and 1988 respectively, basically because Shimon Peres, 
the former Labour leader, was roundly beaten on the two 
occasions. Most probably the Labour Party members who 
this time around opted for Rabin did so not because they 
reject tbe stance of Peres on the issues of war and peace in 
tbe region but rather because they have realised that with 
Peres their chances of turning around tbe country were 
indeed weak. Twice beaten by Peres’s leadership, the 
supporters of the Labour Party’s platform on Israeli 
domestic and regional issues, turned to the more charisma- 
tic former general. 

The new leader of the Labour coalition is already on 
record as calling for a halt to the colonisation of the Arab 
territories occupied in the 1967 Arab-Isradi war after 
describing the current settlement programme as a serious 
impediment to peace in the Middle East. Rabin also came 
out open-minded on the issue of trading territory for peace, 
having expressed willingness to entertain territorial com- 
promise as the basis for resolving the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

True, Rabin- has dismissed rolling back his country’s 
borders to the 1967 armistice tines, but then very few people 
shook! expect him to spell out in total clarity the final 
position of his party on the future of the occupied Arab 
lands. It appears though that Rabin is trying to show enough 
sense, compromise and flexibility to garner greater support 
for his political programme from within the various Israeli 
constituencies and at the same time lure the Arab tide back 
to the negotiating table at a time when all concerned Arab 
parties have all bnt given up on reaching a solution with the 
existing Israeli government under Shamir. 

With Shamir now competing with Rabin over the 
leadership of Israel, everything related to the peace process 
may have to be put on bold. That does not mean that the 
negotiating teams from both sides can do nothing bnt mark 
time. Rather, basic policy decisions will now have to await 
tbe outcome of tbe June general elections in the Jewish state. 
Meanwhile, the respective delegations to the Washington 
talks can continue to explore avenues for agreement mid 
define (be issues that will require fresh instructions from 
Israel after the political contest there is determined one way 
or another. 

As for the prospective multilateral peace talks, there is 
every reason to continue them on schedule in view of the fact 
that by and large they are technical in nature at least during 
their preliminary stages. There will come a time when tbe 
multilateral regional negotiations must also await policy 
decisions that are organically linked with the bilateral talks, 
even though there are still many bridges to cross before tbe 
parties arrive at that stage. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE PALESTINIAN problem lies at the heart of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and any move to settle the conflict without 
ensuring a lasting settlement to the Palestine problem will be in 
vain, said A1 Ra'l Arabic daily. Repeating Prince Hassan’s 
statement, as contained in an address delivered at a meeting in 
California on his behalf by the head of the Jordanian delegation to 
the Middle East peace talks, the paper stressed that the search for 
peace should mean granting the Palestinians their legitimate 
• rights and enabling them to determine theiT own future on their 
own soil through a formula that would see an end to occupation 
and injustice, and one which can ensure permanent stability, 
security and peace in the region. The paper echoed Prince 
Hassan’s words that Israel’s concept of security oollapsed in toe 
Gulf crisis with the falling of Iraqi rockets on Haifa and Tel Aviv. 
It said that Israel can maintain a mighty fortress to protect its 
citizens by holding on to Arab lands with acts of intimidation, 
terrorism and aggression, but the Jewish state can only ensure 
that through a permanent state of alertness and without any 
moment of peace or tranquility since there there will always be 
trouble coming from toe oppressed people whose lands have been 
usurped. The Israelis can enjoy real peace, said the paper, only 
when they comply with toe requirements of toe international 
legitimacy, implement U.N. resolutions and recognise the rights 
of the Arab people of Palestine. 

A COLUMNIST in A! Dustour Saturday stressed the need for 
Arab parties involved in the Arab-lsraeli peace talks to guarantee 
the minimum level of coordination so as to achieve gains at the 
coming Washington talks. Hanrndeh AJ Fara’neh said that the 
foreign ministers of Syria and Jordan achieved some progress in 
this regard and the Jordanians and the Palestinians have come to 
an agreement on a joint stand at the coming talks, bu; without full 
support from the other Arabs, there can be little hope of progress 
towards fulfilling the Arab Nation's objectives from such talks, 
the writer said. He said that the Arabs seem to be at a loss and 
with the current differences marring the inter-Arab relations 
nothing is being done to support the rights of the Palestinian 
people. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fabd A1 Fanek 


More jobs through less government 


Unemployment at above 20 per cent is a major issue that no 
responsible government can ignore. Yet, tbe Jordanian govern- 
ment can do very little to alleviate tbe problem because toe real 
solution of unemployment lies in new investments to generate toe 
badly needed jobs. It takes JD 1 million worth of new investments 
to create 40 jobs. Since toe unemployment figure stands at around 
140,000, and assuming we want to reduce toe number of 
unemployed to 40,000, or 8 per cent of the workforce, then toe 
investment needed should be around JD3.5 billion, winch is 
obviously beyond the capacity of toe Jordanian government and 
economy. 

The capacity of toe Jordanian economy to invest is around 
JD 500 million. This volume of annual investments can create 
20,000 jobs, i.e., less than the new entrants to tbe labour market 
estimated at 30.000 a year. In other words, we have to step up 
investments by 50 per cent, simply to keep unemployment at the 
present level. 

On the other band, it would be extremely dangerous to call on 
toe government as a direct employer to create jobs. Public sector 
already employs over 50 per cent of the labour force in toe 
country, one of toe highest ratios in the world after toe collapse of 
the communist regimes. 

The overgrowth of the government and public sector entities 
created a huge burden on tbe Jordanian economy. Public 
expenditure by toe central government is dose to 45 per cent of 


toe gross domestic product (GDP) , before taking into account toe 
expenditure of independent public corporations, municipalities 
and universities, which bring up toe total public sector expendi- 
ture to 75 per cent of GDP. 

When we try to identity the distortions in the Jordanian 
economy, tbe inflation of the public sector comes first to toe 
mind. Other distortions result from this original sin, namely tbe 
deficit of tbe budget, the weakness of the commodity production 
sector and toe dependency on non-Jordanian labour in agricul- 
ture, industry and construction. 

It was therefore a surprise that the government should 
announce 8,939 openings in 1992, intending 6,931 newly created 
jobs, as if the ministries were not already overstaffed. 

Most of these new jobs will go to the Ministry of Health and the 
Ministry of Education; both ministries are about to explode with 
too many employees and unsatisfactory level of performance and 
an overhaul is called for. 

At first glance, it appears as if tbe two ministries deserve every 
encouragement and support because tbe services they provide are 
total for the people. A second look would reveal that that is not 
true. Tbe state is not required to undertake all toe health and 
education services, especially in toe capital and major cities. The 
private sector is willing to take part in the establishment of 
schools, community colleges, hospitals, dimes, laboratories etc. if 
toe government does not volunteer to provide most of these 


don’t need to point out that toe private schools are 
outperforming public schools from toe quafity view 
^toemedtcai service in private hospitals Bmu^ 
tbe service expected in the public hospitals- 
taken for granted. What people don t know 
cost more than private schools, even 

directly borne by the pupils, and that the cost of a bed tn 
government hospitals is higher than tbe cost of 
hospital even though toe patient is not paying it. focreasmg toe 
share of the government in providing these services results™ 
higher cost to the society and lower level of the service. The extra 
cost is paid through higher taxes or inflation. 

The expansion of toe government's role to medical and 
educational services was meaningful when these services were not 
sufficiently available to tbe public. Tbe only justification now ts 
that the poor cannot afford private schools and hospitals. Tbs is 
true, but not all tbe Jordanian people are poor. A substantial 
portion can deal with toe private sector and relieve toe govern- 
ment from carrying the foil load. . 

Creating more jobs in toe civil service is a mistake. It wwsens 
distortions in the economy. Tbe reduction of the size of the two 
ministries of health and education by, say. 20 per cent wo old 
result in improving their performance and giving the private 
sector a chance to participate in tbe burden. 


AI concerned about Israeli use of torture and 
killing of Palestinian administrative detainees 


Following is tbe oral statement, 
issued on Jan. 29, 1992 , by 
Amnesty International to the Un- 
ited Nations Commission on hu- 
man rights on the Israeli occupied 
territories. 

The seriousness of the human 
rights violations in the Israeli 
occupied territories has not 
changed since the beginning of 
the Palestinian intifada in De- 
cember 1987, although the scale 
of such violations has varied. 

In recent yean AI has drawn 
attention, including before this 
commission, to arbitrary killings 
of civilians, widespread punitive 
beatings and unfair trials before 
military courts. In tbis statement, 
AI wishes to focus on two areas 
of continuing serious concern: the 
use torture or Ul-treatuneiit during 
interrogation and the use of 
administrative detention. 

The Israeli authorities in toe 
occupied territories systematical- 
ly use interrogation practices 
which dearly amount to torture 
or ill-treatment. Methods include 
beatings all over the body, often 
concentrated on sensitive areas 
such as the genitals; hooding with 
dirty sacks; sleep and food de- 
privation while held in solitary - 
confinement; prolonged shack- 
ling in painful positions; and con- 
finement in small, dark cells 
known as “closets” or, when kept 
cold, “refrigerators”. 

Under the Israeli military jus- 
tice system in the occupied terri- 
tories, detainees’ access to judges 
is routinely withheld for 18 days, 
and access to lawyers and family 
for much longer periods. Judges 
appear reluctant to order inves- 
tigations into allegations of tor- 
ture or ill-treatment made by 
defendants in court. Prosecutors 
and judges also place pressure on 
defendants to accept a plea bar- 
gain rather than ask for an inves- 
tigation of allegations of torture 
or ill-treatment and continue with 
a foil trial. These shortcomings of 
the Israeli justice system in the 


occupied territories dearly fadli-. 
ate toe infliction of torture or 
ill-treatment. 

Following the publication in 
October 1987 of toe report of the 
Landau Commission of Inquiry 
into toe methods of investigation 
of toe General Security Service, 
official secret guidelines for inter- 
rogators were adopted. In its 
report, tbe commission said that 
methods of interrogation may in- 
clude “the exertion of moderate 
measure of physical pressure*’. 
The commission stressed that 
“the pressure must never reach 
the level of physical torture or 


‘‘Amnesty Interna- 
tional believes that ur- 
gent measures of red- 
ress are needed. The 
Israeli government 
should demonstrate 
that the official secret 
guidelines on the use 
of “pressure” during 
interrogation are con- 
sistent with the inter- 
national legal prohibi- 
tion of torture and ill- 
treatment. 


maltreatment”. However, it 
dearly endorsed “slapping a sus- 
pect's face, or threatening him”. 
At the very least such methods 
constitute crud, inhuman or de- 
grading treatment or punishment, 
and as such are absolutely forbid- 
den by international law. 

AI believes either that the 
Israeli government is endorsing 
methods of torture or ill- 
treatment permitted by secret 
guidelines on interrogation, or 
that Israeli interrogators are mas- 
sively violating those guidelines 
in addition to toe international 
legal prohibition of torture and 


ill-treatment. 

Following the publication in 
March 1991 by toe Israeli human 
rights organisation BTselem of a 
report on torture of Palestinian 
detainees, a number of official 
investigations were initiated. In 
May 1991 Major-General (re- 
serve) Rafael Vardi was 
appointed to investigate allega- 
tions of violence against de- 
tainees by soldiers. In August 
1991 he recommended that re- 
sponsibility for interrogating resi- 
dents of toe occupied territories 
be transferred to non-military au- 
thorities. This was not im- 
plemented. 

Three other official investiga- 
tions into interrogation practices 
were anonneed in May 1991, in- 
volving the General Security Ser- 
vice and the Ministry of Justice. 
In a statement to toe High Court 
of Justice in November 1991, tbe 
Israeli government indicated that 
one such investigation had found 
that interrogators in Gaza prison 
had deviated from the official 
guidelines during tbe period in 
which a Palestinian detainee. 
KhaJed Shaikh 'Ah, was tortured 
and killed in December 1989. 
Two interrogators received sent- 
ences of six months’ imprison- 
ment each after conviction of 
“causing death by negligence” in 
connection with his death. 

In another case, 'Abd AI Ra’uf 
Ghabin was accused of being a 
member of tbe Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine and 
was detained without charge or 
trial between August 1990 and 
August 1991. He said iu an affida- 
vit: 

“I was interrogated every day, 
Saturdays excepted, starting on 
Aug. 30. 1990, until Sept. 18. 
1990... During the interrogation I 
was beaten four to six times — on 
my bead, abdomen, genitals — 
usually with a fist.” 

He too said that he was deprived of 
sleep continuously for periods of 
several days. The Israeli author- 
ities informed AI that ’Abd Al 


Ra’uf Ghabin's allegations bad 
been thoroughly investigated and 
that it was found that “there had 
been no deviation from the 
accepted procedures for inter- 
rogations”. The Israeli author- 
ities also said that he had “re- 
tracted most of bis allegations” 
and that others were “found to be 
baseless”. However. ’Abd AI 
Ra’uf Ghabin has categorically 
denied having withdrawn any of 
toe allegations of torture and 
ill-treatment previously made. AI 
is still seeking information on the 
details of his investigation and toe 
“accepted procedures for inter- 
rogations” found to have been 
followed in this case. 

Amnesty International believes 
that urgent measures ’ of redress 
are needed. The Israeli govern- 
ment should demonstrate that the 
official secret guidelines on toe 
use of “pressure” during inter- 
rogation are consistent with toe 
international legal prohibition of 
torture and 01-treatment. Anyone 
violating this prohibition should 
be brought to justice and, if 
found guilty, punished approp- 
riately. 

AI welcomes Israel’s ratifica- 
tion in October 1991 of tbe Con- 
vention against Torture and 
Other Cruel. Inhuman or De- 
grading Treatment or Punish- 
ment. However, it is regrettable 
that toe Israeli government at the 
same time decided, among other 
reservations, not to recognise the 
competence of the Committee 
against Torture to consider com- 
plaints from or on behalf of indi- 
viduals under its jurisdiction. 
Amnesty International calls for 
these reservations to be with- • 
drawn. 

Several hundred Palestinian re- 
sidents of the occupied territor- 
ies, including prisoners of consci- 
ence, are held at any one time in 
administrative detention, without 
charge or trial. They serve renew- 
able detention orders of up to six 
months. Although a two-step 
judicial review of detention 


orders is available, appeals by 
detainees take place weeks or 
months after arrest. Crucial evi- 
dence about the reasons for de- 
tention is almost invariably with- 
held from detainees and their 
lawyers, thus rendering the ex- 
isting legal safeguards largely 
meaningless. 

One such detainee is Sami Abu 
Samhadanab, who has been held 
in administrative detention 
almost uninterruptedly since 
September 1985. Early in January 
1992 he was served with a de- 
portation order. At bis appeal 
hearings against administrative 


“Amnesty Interna- 
tional opposes deten- 
tion and deportation 
when imposed solely 
for the peaceful exer- 
cise Of tinman ri gh ts. 
It also opposes the de- 
tention of any political 
prisoner, including 
administrative de- 
tainees, without a fair 
trial within a reason- 
able time.” 


detention and deportation, tbe 
Israeli authorities did not make 
available any evidence to show 
that he had been involved in 
violence. 

Amnesty International opposes 
detention and deportation when 
imposed solely for tbe peaceful 
exercise of human rights. It also 
opposes the detention of any 
political prisoner, including admi- 
nistrative detainees, without a 
fair trial within a reasonable time. 

AI urges tbe Israeli govern- 
ment to end toe practice of admi- 
nistrative detention. While wel- 
coming the ratification by Israel 
in October 1991 of the Interna- 


tional Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights. AI views with 
great concern the declaration by 
Israel that it was derogating from 
its obligations under Article 9 to 
toe extent that they conflicted 
with the state emergency in 
force since 1948- Article 9 pro- 
hibits arbitrary detention and pro- 
vides safeguards against such de- 
tention. Al- rails on the Israeli 
government to drop its deroga- 
tion from Article 9 and to review 
toe appropriateness and necessity 
of maintaining a state of 
emergency. 

Amnesty International fully 
recognises that violent as well as 
other methods of protest have 
been used by Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. Israeli sol- 
diers Aid civilians have been kil- 
led. as have several hundred 
Palestinians suspected of col- 
laborating with the Israeli author- 
ities. Many such suspected “col- 
laborators” were interrogated 
and tortured by their captors 
before being killed. 

Amnesty International opposes 
deliberate and arbitrary killings 
by political opposition groups, as 
well as opposing toe death penal- 
ty and extrajudicial executions 
carried out by governments. It 
also condemns toe torture and 
killing of prisoners by anyone. Al 
calls on those responsible, 
whether Palestinian opposition 
groups or the Israeli government, 
to stop such practices, which 
violate tbe most fundamental of 
human rights. 

The future of toe Arab territor- 
ies occupied by Israel in 1967 is 
being negotiated. In this context, 
AI hopes that tbe parties to the 
negotiations will, in their en- 
deavours, take foil account of the 
words of toe Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights that “rec- 
ognition of the inherent digmity 
and of the equal and inalienable 
rights of all members of the hu- 
man family is the foundation of 
freedom, justice and peace in the 
world.” 


Recovery not discovery is Posey’s advice for the summit 


By Kelly Haggart and Daniel 
Nelson 

LONDON — Among the grow- 
ing number of people who fear 
that toe forthcoming Earth sum- 
mit might do more harm than 
good is Darrell Posey, a campaig- 
ner for toe rights of the world’s 
250 million indigenous peoples. 

The June 1-12 summit in Rio 
de Janeiro, says Mr. Posey, presi- 
dent of the International Society 
of Etonobiology, is unnecessarily 
trying to “discover” how to save 
the world from environmental 
disaster. 

It is unnecessary, he argues, 
because ways of maintaining 
biodiversity and living sustainably 
are already known and practised 
by indigenous peoples. Instead, 
toe summiteers should “recognise 
and empower indigenous and tra- 
ditional peoples, whose very ex- 
istence is being destroyed by ex- 
isting models of development.” 

Yet such peoples have only a 
small place in toe official meet- 
ings, because most governments 
regard them as administratively 
inconvenient, embarrassingly 
backward and 'politically 
irrelevant. Says Mr. Posey: “It is 
ironic that those who have the 
most to offer will have the least 
opportunity to speak.” 

Until recently, it looked as 
though they would have no 
opportunity at all, because they 
wanted to be accredited to the 
summit as nations. Faced with 
unbending refusal by government 
delegates, however, most have 
now bowed to toe previously un- 
acceptable classification as non- 
go vernment organisations 
(NGOs — U.N. Jargon for cam- 


paign groups). 

They will be only a handful 
among toe more than 1,000 
NGOs which have been reg- 
istered for the conference, a de- 
velopment which U.N. insiders 
herald as a breakthrough for the 
world body. Yet the meeting re- 
mains overwhelmingly “official” 
in orientation, so indigenous 
groups are staging an Earth Par- 
liament to ootndde with toe sum- 
mit to make sure their voices are 
heard. 

It will have to compete for- 
attention not only with the sum- 
mit itself, but with an even bigger 
parallel gathering of NGOs, 
which is expected to attract at 
least 10,000 activists and lob- 
byists. The hosts of the Earth 
Parliament, the Indigenous Inter- 
tribal Council of Brazil, are confi- 
dent that toe uniqueness of the 
parliament will attract toe camer- 
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as and steal tbe limelight 

One of its aims “will be to 
forge new alliances between en- 
vironmentalists, scientists, in- 
digenous and traditional peoples 
in an effort to defend the biolo- 
gical and cultural diversity of the 
planet” 

Until now, international atten- 
tion on biodiversity — the enor- 
mous array of plants and animals, 
a natural resource of priceless 
value to humankind — has fo- 
cused on trying to protect 
threatened species from dying 
out. 

A global convention on toe 
preservation of biodiversity is 
under negotiation, with the aim 
of having it signed at tbe Rio 
summit. 

There is growing awareness, 
however, that the conservation of 
biodiversity cannot be separated 
from the maintenance of tbe in- 


digenous cultures that know so 
much about it. 

Yet in many areas, says the 
Washington-based Worldwatch 
Institute, “the often intimate 
knowledge of nature possessed by 
indigenous people is fading even 
faster than nature itself.” More 
than 90 indigenous groups have 
disappeared m Brazil alone since 
tbe turn of tbe century. 

“With die decimation of each 
indigenous group,” warns Mr. 
Posey, “the world loses 
thousands of years of accumu- 
lated knowledge of adaptation to 
tropical ecosystems.” 

He is worried that decisions 
taken at Rio might make toe 
situation even worse. His fears 
include: 

— A biodiversity convention 
based on parks and reserves that 
restrict the traditional peoples 
who helped create and protect 


the regions in winch toe parks are 
tited 

— Creation of huge tree 
plantations to offset global warm- 
ing which fail to respect local 
peoples' rights to choose species, 
participate in planting and con- 
trol of plantations, and to derive 
benefit from them 

— Establishment of “green 
funds' which will proride more 
money to the agencies, institu- 
tions, corporations and people 
who created the global crisis in 
die first place. 

Indigenous groups will be lob- 
bying hard at the summit’s final 
preparatory meeting in New 


York in March, both in the oorri 
dors and outride the U.N. btrilc 
ing: a demonstration is planne 
by thousands of native Amei 
leans. 

Perhaps their most importer 
message is summed up by Jeffre 
McNeely of the World Conserva 
tion Union (IUCN), co-authot 
of a new “Global Biodiveirit 
strategy : “The numerous kxa 
cultures which are adapted t 
sustainable use of locally avail 
able resources may well provid 
the resilience which will enabl 
ott species to adapt to wbateve 
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letters 

Beauty of the ‘beasts 

To (he Editor: 

Thank you Mrs. Anabfawi for asking to h™ 

Amman. As they are mushrooming in iLIr* ““ 
really time to stop this nonsense. I F be1 *' 

welcome to have look at toe backside of toeSS? 11 ' Everyb 
Fifth Circle! the steel monsters 

I have no idea if some of them may “beautify” a a 
definitely none should be ^owed 

S. Salafa, m 
A mman, Joi 

Tbe Jordan Times welcomes letters and ■ 

readers on any subject they wish to tackle * 

publication, however, should contain thl T eItere intend, 
preferably address « nam 

request and under special only 
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^Delegates head for Washington 


S 


(Corttaned firan page 1) 
negotiators joined Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
officials at a meeting with Dter 
xhrkmen, commissioner-general 
ffie United Nations Relief and 
■5-r, X Works Agency (UNRWA), 
,^‘wiucb cares for Palestinian re- 
' • w faeces scattered around the Midr 
East ; 

. ;'"v «We can't consider the issue of 
. ij* j-jefogoc s as a -humanitarian topic 
• a question of refief . It is a 

^ pofftacal issue, which involves the 
- V of our national identity 
\ and rights, and has to be tackled 
"through an ovexaflpolhical settle- 
m fHt f** Dr. Ashrawi said. 

v>-' Fay®* Tarawneh, a Jordanian 
" '\ dcicgate, also expressed hope 
(tat the fourth round of negotia- 
don* would concentrate on mat- 
: tert-of real substance. 

Eeefftnning Jordan’s stand 
.with regard to the peace process. 
Dr. Tarawneh said Amman was 

■*'" ■>[ maintaining dose coordination 
- with the other Arab delegations 
jtoadneve peace on all fronts at 
Mie same time . 

' ; “We are facing the same prob- 
lem and a common destiny and so 
C00 fdination of our positions is 
essential,” Dr. Tarawneh said. ■ 
“We are going to Washington 
under veiy critical drcumstances 
as Israeli forces continue their 
incursion into South Lebanon 


and maintains arbitrary measures 
in the occupied Arab territories." 
Dr. Tarawneh said. 

He said Israel’s latest illegal 
actions and arbitrary measures 
were manifested in the detention 
of two members of the Palesti- 
nian delegation to the peace 
talks. 

Noting that the situation in the 
Middle East was critical. Dr. 
Tarawneh said that the fact that 
all the Arab delegations are head- 
ing for Washington indicates that 
the Arab side is serious about and 
committed to the cause of p e ace. 

Dr. Tarawneh said that should 
the negotiations shift to another 
venue it does not mean that the 
United States is no more con- 
cerned with the peace process. 

The choice of another venue is 
negotiable, be said, but h has to 
be only a neutral country. 

The bead of the Palestinian 
delegation, Haidar Abdul Shaft, 
said that his group had submitted 
proposals for a transitional period 
and hoped that this question 
would be discussed at the coming 
talks. He said the Palestinians 
were hoping that the question of 
settlements will be among the 
most important issues to be dis- 
cussed since the continuation of 
the settlement programme was 
detrimental to the requirements 
of peace. 


No accord on Israeli loan bid 


(Continued firms page 1) 

settlement policy. Some analysts 
believe that the statement from 
Sen. Leahy, which was later 
toughened, may very well have 
' been discussed, if not coordin- 
ated, with the administration. In 
■ its more or less quiet negotiations 
on the fcsue with the Israeli gov- 
1 eminent, the administration is 
apparently seeking an end to ail 
settlement starts in addition to an 
application of the deduction prin- 
ciple. 

The apparent toughening in 
Mr. Leahy’s position came short- 
ly after another key Democrat 
senator, Robert Byrd (West Vir- 
ginia), chairman of the full 
ap propriations committee in the 
Senate, stated that assurances 
that the guarantees would not be 
used to finance housing in the 
occupied territories would be 
meaningless without a change in 
Israel's settlement policy. 

. “Receiving written assurances 
as. Id how the money will> be 
3 Mnt, without any accompanying 
change in Israeli settlement poli- 
cy is an exercise in building a 
paper dam,” Sen. Byrd said in a 
statement as be released a study 
on Israel’s policy of building Jew- 
ish settlements in the West Bank. 

The study focused on the $400 
million in loan gnarantees 
granted by the U.S. to Israel in 
1990. It was prepared by the 
Government Accounting Office 
(GAO), the congressional agency 
Out monitors implementation of 
legislation and the use of federal 
funds. In a reference to the 1990 
loan guarantees that were sup- 
posed to be used in Israel’s pre- 
1967 borders, the GAO report 
stated that "because of the fiingi- 
biKty of money, other Israeli gov- 
ernment funds were made avail- 
able for use as the government 
determined, including use in the 
occupied territories.” 

Sen. Byrd said the GAO report 
was “not reassuring” regarding 
the cooperation of Israeli author- 
ities in providing reliable in- 
formation on settlement activity 
to the State Department. He said 
the prohibition against the use of 
the $400 million loan guarantee in 
the occupied territories bad un- 


fortunately not discouraged 
Israel’s settlement practices. “In 
fact, construction activity in the 
occupied territories has con- 
tinued at a brisk pace," Mr. Byrd 
said. 

He added that die GAO report 
found that the guarantee prog- 
ramme, as restricted, did not 
influence the Israeli govern- 
ment’s decision as to where to 
build new housing or on how 
much settlement activity to 
undertake in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

In what is seen as an even 
stronger statement. Sen. Leahy’s 
counterpart. Congressman David 
Obey (Wisconsin), who chairs the 
House Appropriations Subcom- 
mittee on Foreign Operations, 
warned that the proper way to 
deal with what he called a U.S.- 
Israeli disagreement over the set- 
tlement is not to simply deduct 
from the loan guarantee the 
amount Israel spends on housing 
in the occupied territories. “If 
anything, that formulation is an 
encouragement rather than a res- 
traint on settlement activity,” 
Mr. Obey had said in an apparent 
reference to the Leahy formula. 

He said he feels no particular 
obligation to enforce the, agenda 
of any set of politician in Israel. 
“If we are to move in the teeth of 
taxpayer concern, we had better 
be sure ... that the (gnarantees) 
are provided in the context of 
(Israeli) policy that is consistent 
with American interests and poli- 
cy,” he said. The American pub- 
lic, he said, has a right to expect 
that the U.S. government will not 
subsidise directly or indirectly the 
activities of foreign governments 
which are contrary to U.S. policy 
and U.S. interests. 

Although this echoes Mr. Bak- 
er’s words which he made before 
the House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee earlier this month, in a 
sense Mr. O bey's position seems 
to go further than die Bush admi- 
nistration’s position on the issue. 
While the State Department 
labels settlements in the occupied 
territories as “an obstacle to 
peace," Mr. Obey regards them 
as a “severe impediment” to 
peace in the Middle East. 

Furthermore, the sub- 


First ladies meet to stop cycle of poverty 


By Clare Pedrick 

ROME — Barbara Bosh may be 
there. So too may Saphia Qadha- 
fi, die wife of George Bush's arch 
enemy, Col. Moammar Qadhafi. 
Queen Nour AI Hussein of Jor- 
dan definitely trill. So will Queen 
Fabiola of Belgium, Queen Sofia 
of Spain, Princess Leila Menem 
of Morocco, Princess Maha 
Chakri Siriodhorn of Thailand, 
die Queen of Tonga and the first 
ladies of countries from Ghana to 
Venezuela and from Fiji to Bul- 
garia. 

“Bat this is not going to be 
another tea party,” said AHegra 
Morelli, who is organising the 
gathering, due to take place in 
Geneva on February 25 and 26. 
The first ladies will in fact be 
sitting down to debate a subject 
close to their hearts. For two 
days, they will explain to heads of 
banking and finance institutions, 
development agencies and the 
world's media why it makes good 
sense to give a helping band to 
the women of the developing 
countries and invest in their fu- 
ture. And at the end of the 
summit, the wives are expected to 
sign what has been described as a 
charter of rights for the more 
than half a billion poor rural 
women living in the Third World. 

The idea for the meeting came 
from the first ladies of six coun- 
tries — Colombia, Egypt, 
Malaysia, Nigeria, Senegal and 
Turkey. They decided to enlist 
the support of their counterparts 
around the world to help millions 
of other women puli themselves 
and their families oat of the cycle 
of perpetual poverty. “So far, we 
have had 56 positive responses,” 
said Donald Brown, vice-presi- 
dent of the U.N.’s International 
Fund for Agricultural Develop- 
ment (IFAD), which is organising 
die summit. “We have invited the 
wives of the heads of state of all 
the member countries of the 
U.N., as well as the heads of 
various U.N. organisations and 
international finance institutions 
and certain spedai guests." 

According to IFAD officials, 
the number of poor rural women 
has risen by 50 per cent to store 
than 550 milli on over the past 20 
years. Each year, a further 10 
million see their incomes fall be- 
low the poverty level. Yet, for a 
relatively small outlay, many of 
these women could not only dras- 
tically Improve their own lives, 
say officials, but also the lives of 
their- families, and ultimately, the 


economies of their nations. 

That may seem a tall claim, say 
experts at IFAD's Rome head- 
quarters. Yet research has shown 
time and time again, they say,, 
that helping women to help them- 
selves is one of the most cost- 
effective ways of combatting rural 
poverty in the developing world. 
Women have already proved 
themselves to be prime movers in 
the development process, say' 
IFAD officials. That is partly 
because they have a natural in- 
terest inbetteringthe lives of their 
families, because they are natur- 
ally energetic and dynamic, and 
because they are bard workers, 
often with good managerial skills. 

Yet for reasons of culture, 
tradition or plain bad economics, 
women's contributions go largely 
unsung. “Women’s potential to 
increase their economic produc- 
tivity is substantial, but because 
their existing contribution is so 
little recognised, tbe institutions 
seldom give them the help they 
need,” said Mr. Brown. 

Dr. Natalie Hahn, technical 
adviser on women’s development 
at IFAD, says she believes that 
with a little help from outside, 
women could accelerate econo- 
mic development and help 
achieve food security in most 
corners of the developing world. 
“In most of tbe developing re- 
gions, women are the primary 
food producers,” she said. “They 
are in fad the fanners." 

Figures show that women make 
up between 50 and 70 per cent of 
the developing world's agricultu- 
ral force and produce between 35 
and 45 of the developing nations’ 
gross domestic product. Many of 
them are also the head of house- 
hold. As tbe economic crisis has 
deepened in the Third World, 
more and more husbands have 
moved to the cities to look for 
work, leaving their wives to cope 
alone. Some have gone to find 
jobs in other countries, returning 
borne only once or twice a year. 
In the southern African states of 
Botswana, Lesotho and Swazi- 
land, households run by women 
are tbe norm rather than the 
exception. Their menfolk spend 
most of the year in South Africa 
working in the mines. “Forty per 
cent of men in Lesotho between, 
the age of 20 and 40 work in the 
mines of South Africa,” said Dr. 
Hahn. 

Women also tend to be the 
custodians of what Dr. Hahn calls 
“indigenous intellectual know- 
ledge of fanning". “When you 


have periods of great difficulty, 
for instance in Ghana a few years 
ago because of the economic cri- 
sis and Rwanda because of the 
war, it is the women who have the 
knowledge of how to expand the 
agricultural base or rotate crops 
to feed the family in the hard 
times.” she said. 

Yet in spite of tbe key role 
played by the developing world's 
rural women, they continue to be 
largely underestimated and 
ignored, say officials, not just by 
their own menfolk, but by tbe 
western development and finance 
institutes. IFAD officials are will- 
ing to admit they too have been 
guilty of glossing over women’s 
needs in tbe past. “I cannot deny 
that even this institution when it 
started gave a lot of rhetoric 
about the plight of rural women, 
but failed, as I think almost ev- 
erybody in die development busi- 
ness has failed, to understand tbe 
issue," said Mr. Brown. “In the 
past, it has been thought that if 
you contribute to a household, 
the women and men will benefit 
equally.” 


problem is magnified. “In places 
such as southern Africa, the laws 
are prohibitive. Your husband 
may have to sign." said Dr.Hahn. 
“If he is away in the mines for 
eleven months of the year that is 
impossible. In any case, bankers 
tend not to loan to people who do 
not have a credit record. They 
ask: “Do you have collateral?” 
“Do you have a house?” And of 
course, the women don’t." 

Said Mr. Brown: "Even in 
countries where women have for- 
mal access to agricultural credit, 
tbe access is more formal than 
real, because illiteracy levels are 
higher among women than 
among men, because women are 
often hesitant about making de- 
mands and because bankers are 
hesitant to provide credit to 
women.” 

Often, women living in the 
rural regions of the developing 
world not only don’t have houses, 
they don’t have any land to call 
their own, even though it is they 
who work it. In many societies, 
land passes exclusively through 
the male heirs, and in much of the 


<< 


the number of poor rural women has 
risen by 50 per cent to more than 550 
milli on over the past 20 years. Each year, a 
further 10 million see their income fall 
below the poverty level. Yet, for a relative- 
ly small outlay, many of these women 
could not only drastically improve their 
own lives, ... but also the lives of their 
families, and ultimately, the economies of 
their nations." 


Experience bas proved that is 
not the case. “Women still don't 
get their share of financial and 
technical assistance coming into 
the countries, considering their 
input," said Dr. Hahn. “Not 
more than 5 per cent of agri- 
cultural credit from multi-lateral 
institutes such as the World Bank 
and IFAD goes to women," she 
said. “And that's when women 
are doing 50, 60 and sometimes 
70 per cent of the work." 

Obtaining credit is a major 
problem for rural women in the 
developing world. Getting a loan 
to buy seeds, broaden farming 
activities or set up a small cottage 
industry is often a giant hurdle in 
countries where women may not 
even be allowed a bank account. 
With tbe husband away, tbe 


developing world, women find 
themselves in a highly vulnerable 
situation when it comes to land 
tenure. Many lose access to their 
land when they are divorced, 
separated or widowed. 

One of tbe aims of the Geneva 
summit will be to convince gov- 
ernments to change legislation 
that presently prevents women 
from being landowners, or limits 
their rights to owning land. The 
first ladies also hope to persuade 
development agencies and lend- 
ing institutions to do more to 
train women in the use of tech- 
nology and modem fanning tech- 
niques, as well as helping them 
gain access to credit so they can 
start up small enterprises to 
generate cash income. 

Tbe campaign’s slogan, “Bank- 
ing on Women" stresses the hn- 


committee chairman who de- 
scribed himself as “a sceptical 
loan officer on behalf of U.S. 
taxpayers,” appeared genuinely 
concerned about the economic 
aspect of the loan guarantee re- 
quest. In that vein, his subcom- 
mittee organised a hearing on 
Friday to look into the issue. 
Some observers believe that 
although the Friday hearing was 
meant to focus on tbe economic 
dimension of Israel’s request, the 
proceedings served to underline 
the extent to which the economic 
and political dimensions are inex- 
tricably finked. 

In a statement distributed dur- 
ing the hearing, Mr. Obey said 
that while he recognises the 
U.S.’s humanitarian obligation to 
assist in the resettlement of 
Soviet Jews, there was no concur- 
rent American obligation to pro- 
vide aid which would facilitate 
Likud coalition policy on settle- 
ment activity. “There is no 
American obstacle to assistance 
to resettled Soviet refugees. Tbe 
obstacle lies in the decision on the 
part of the present Israeli govern- 


ment to pat their settlement poli- 
cy ahead of the need to absorb 
Soviet Jews,” Mr. Obey’s state- 
ment said. 

Given the fact that taxpayers 
are “in no mood" to support 
these guarantees under any con- 
ditions, it is essentia] to “substan- 
tially scale back" the amount of 
tbe guarantees and to support the 
conditions which the administra- 
tion is attempting to negotiate 
with Israel, the statement said. 

According to Israeli Ambassa- 
dor Shoval, it is possible that he 
and Secretary Baker would meet 
again to discuss the loan guaran- 
tee issue. In what some regards as 
one of the most delicate Middle 
East related issues to be tackled 
by the administration. White 
House officials have tbe added 
harden of having to meet a con- 
gressional deadline for foreign 
assistance appropriation. 
Although it would be providing a 
guarantee as opposed to actual 
funds the U.S. government bas to 
take into account the “set aside" 
fee for such guarantees, the cost 
of which varies according to diffe- 


rent sources. 

While the House has passed its 
version of the foreign aid approp- 
riations bill for fiscal year 1992, 
the Senate has not been able to 
move the bill beyond the sub- 
committee level. As a result, 
foreign aid expenditures are cur- 
rently being made under what is 
known as a “continuing resolu- 
tion" which expires on March 31. 

According to Mr. Leahy, a 
continuing resolution almost cer- 
tainly means there would be no 
loan guarantees to Israel. The 
senator's warning Friday that 
time was running out for Con- 
gress to act on the loan guarantee 
request, suggested that he would 
wait “only a few more days” 
before acting on his own to bring 
the issue to a bead in Congress. 
But one of Congressman Obey’s 
most serious concerns which he 
voiced during the Friday hearing 
was that the U.S. government 
had been asked to guarantee $10 
billion in bousing loans to Israel 
but has not been provided with 
the needed information and facts 
to make a decision. “We’re being 


told (by the Israeli government) 
that this is a crucial need and that 
without it the (Israeli) economy 
simply isn’t going to function. We 
are also being told that it is not 
going to cost us anything, and I 
think, to evaluate both of those 
assertions, we need to have a 
detailed understanding” of 
Israel’s loan request and its eco- 
nomic plan for the next several 
years." Mr. Obey said. 

“My problem is that despite 
some of that preliminary discus- 
sion, I don’t think there have 
been very specific discussions laid 
out to anybody, and to ask Con- 
gress to simply approve $10 bil- 
lion in loan guarantees, the pur- 
pose of which will be made clear 
at a later dare, in my judgement, 
isn’t going to wash,” he affirmed. 

Secretary Baker's appearance 
before the House and Senate 
appropriations sub-committees 
on foreign operations next week, 
in which we will discuss the admi- 
nistration’s budget request for 
fiscal 1993, will probably be a 
welcome step by Mr. Obey, if not 
by many others. 


portance of this latter concept. 
IFAD has already started pro- 
jects which aim to help women 
gfit small loans for cottage indus- 
tries ranging from handicrafts to 
selling agricultural produce. Offi- 
cials cite the case of Nazma, in 
Bangladesh. At the age of 22. she 
was left with three children and 
no means of supporting them 
after her husband abandoned 
her. By joining a group loan 
scheme together with four other 
women, she was able to set up a 
small trading business, travelling 
once a week to buy merchandise 
in a village six miles away, and 
bringing it back to sell in her own 
neighbourhood. With the profits, 
Nazma has built herself a small 
house. She also has enough food 
and clothing for herself and her 
family and has plans to send one 
of her daughters to school. 

Similar schemes are now work- 
ing in a variety of countries, from 
Nepal to Lesotho. Mcnray is 
loaned at an interest rate (hat is 
affordable, and because it is dis- 
bursed in the form of group 
loans, there is peer-group press- 
ure not to default on payments, 
say IFAD officials. 

Dr. Hahn has also run a semi- 
nar for women bankers, to train 
them how to cater for tbe special 
needs of rural women. “Another 
approach is to train male bankers 
that it makes good sense to lend 
to women,” she said. “Even 
though women may borrow smal- 
ler sums, and borrow them for 
less time, it’s a proven fact that 
they have a better repayment 
record than men. Whether you’re 
talking about Pakistan, Lesotho 
or Ecuador, it's a phenomenon 
that’s recurrent, because women 
are very good managers with 
money.’* 

In some areas where loan 
schemes have been set up. the 
results have been more than just 
financial, say development work- 
ers. In Bangladesh, women's 
greater economic independence 
bas been accompanied by a pro- 
cess of social change. In some 
communities, women and men 
have begun contesting the ancient 
dowry system and in a few cases 
have actually abandoned it. Some 
borrowing groups have clubbed 
together and used their profits to 
set up village schools for the 
children and met to discuss issues 
such as family planning. 

But is there not a risk that all 
this will lead to accusations of 
trying to impose western values 


upon the less developed world? 
said IFAD’s Donald Brown: 
“We are not seeking to have the 
western world interfering. We are 
trying to enlist the help of the 
developing countries themselves. 
There is no doubt in my mind that 
once women have the ability to 
influence economic and family 
drcumstances it will lead to a 
change in relationships, in a posi- 
tive way. I do not mean to say 
that women will become domi- 
nant. But there will be a more 
solid basis for family life." 

After years of living in and 
visiting various regions of the 
developing world. American- 
born Dr. Hahn remains con- 
vinced that there is less of a gap 
than might be thought between 
women of the northern hemis- 
phere and those of the south. “In 
many ways, there is a lot we could 
learn.” she said. “Some countries 
(in the developing world) operate 
a quota system in politics, so that 
in certain parliaments there are 
more women than there are in the 
U.S. Congress. Legislation on 
things like maternity leave is 
often better than in the industrial- 
ised world. Mali and Uganda 
both have female agricultural 
ministers." 

By the same token. Dr. Habu 
warns against underestimating 
the might and the will of the first 
ladies who have called the Gene- 
va summit, and their determina- 
tion to see it bear fruit. All six of 
the wives who originally launched 
the idea are people who have 
shown a strong commitment to 
social issues back home, said Dr. 
Hahn. 

She cites the case of Mrs. 
Suzanne Mubarak of Egypt, who 
has worked extensively to help 
poor urban women in Cairo. Mrs. 
Maryam Babangida of Nigeria, 
who has launched a series of 
projects for rural women, and 
Malaysia's Dato Seri Datin Pad.i- 
ka Dr. Siti H asm ah Sinte Haji 
Mohammad Ali, a doctor by pro- 
fession. who, says Dr. Hahn, in 
very active in family planning in 
her country. 

Like the summit's executive 
secretary. Allegra Morelli. Dr. 
Hahn is keen to put to rest the . 
image of a genteel gathering of 
well-dressed ladies sipping tea — 
or even worse, serving it. “Hie 
first ladies is not a group of 
tea-serving ladies any more.” said 
Dr. Hahn. "They are profession- 
al people, and some of them are 
very tough” — World News Link. 
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Norwegians beat Tomba, complete 
Olympic cross-country sweep 


ALBERTVILLE, France (AP) 
■; — Norway's vanquishing Vikings 
denied Alberto Tomba a record 
'fourth Alpine skiing gold medal 
and completed a sweep of the 
cross-country races at the Winter 
- Olympics Saturday. 

Tragedy struck at the speed 
' skiing site, where a Swiss skier 
' was killed Saturday when he 
' crashed into a snowcat grooming 
trails, the Olympic organising 
•' committee said, the second 
games- related fatality. 

Norway's vigor on the trails 
and verve on the slopes gave it a 
total of nine gold medals for these 
games, second only to Germany's 
10 . 

Norwegian skier Finn Christian 
Jagge was just .28 seconds faster 
than Italy’s Tomba in total time 
for the men's slalom, where “La 
Bomba” nearly charged to vic- 
tory in a lightning second run. 
Jagge had led him by 1.58 
seconds after the first run. 

' Tomba was sixth after the first 
.run, but his second run put him 
ahead of all the first-run leaders 
except Jagge. Michael Tritscher 
of Austria won the bronze medal, 
foiling from .51 seconds ahead of 


Tomba after the first run to .18 
seconds behind him after the 
second. 

In another Norway-Italy battle, 
Norway’s Bjorn Daehlie, still 
looking fresh after 50 kilometres, 
the longest men’s cross country 
race, finished 57.6 seconds foster 
than Italy's Maurilo de Zolt. It 
was Daehlie's third gold medal of 
these games. Italian Giorgio Van- 
zetta was third. 

Austria — like Norway having 
its most successful winter games 
ever — won its first Olympic gold 
in bobsled racing as Ingo Appelt 
piloted its No. 1 sled to victory in 
the four-man event. By .02 
second, he denied German veter- 
an Wolfgang Hoppe a record- 
tying third Olympic bobsledding 
gold medal. Swiss driver Gustav 
Weder, the games’ two-man 
champion, won the bronze. 

Hoppe’s medal gave Germany 
a total of 26, four ahead of the 
Unified Team of former Soviet 
athletes in the overall medals race 
with three events left. The Ger- 
mans had 10 golds to the ex- 
Soviet's eight. 

Norway had nine gold, but 


trailed Austria 21 to 20 in total. 
Austria bad six golds. 

Speed skier Nicolas Boehatay, 
27, was on a regular slope away 
from the steep competition run at 
Les Arcs when be was struck by a 
snow cat, officials said. 


Bochatay had placed 13th m 
Friday’s semifinals of the demon- 
stration event, reaching a speed 
of 210.650 kilometres an hour. 

Last weekend, a French army 
saxgeam was killed by an avalan- 
che during an Olympics security 
patrol near Courchevel, officiate 
said. 

In men's cross-country, 
Daehlie and Vegard “The Vik- 
ing” Ulvang divided the four 
individual gold medals between 
them and both skied on the victo- 
rious Norwegian 4x10- kilometre 
relay team. Daehlie won the 50k 
and 15k races and finished second 
in the 30k. Ulvang won the 10k 
and 30k events and finished out 
of the medals in the 50k. 


On Friday, the Unified Team's 
Lyubov Egorova became the 
games’ first quintuple medallist 
— three gold, two silver — when 
she took silver in the women's 


longest cross-country race, 30 
kilometres, behind Italy's Stefa- 
nia Belmondo. 

In Hockey, the Unified Team 
beat the United States 5-2 and 
advanced to Sunday's gold medal 
game against Canada, a 4-2 win- 
ner over Czechoslovakia. 

Tomba already had marie his- 
tory Tuesday, becoming the first 
Alpine skier ever to win the same 
event m two Olympics. He won 
both the giant slalom and slalom 
in the 1988 games. 

“The fact that people are talk- 
ing about a fourth gold medal has 
got me charged up,” Tomba said 
Friday. 

France’s Jean-Oaude Killy, 
now co-president of these games’ 
organising committee, won three 
gold medals in 1968 and Austria’s 
Tony Sailer won three in 1956. 
Neither won again. 

Belmondo's cross-country vic- 
tory over Egorova, by only 21.9 
seconds, raised her total to one 
gold, one silver and one bronze 
medal. 

Egorova’s teammate Elena 
Valbe won the bronze, also be- 
coming a quintiple medallist — 
four bronze and one relay gold. 


Yamaguchi wins Olympic figure skating gold 


ALBERTVILLE, France (AP) 
■ -=- Forget about the triple axels 
' and quads. Elegance and artistry 
still count for plenty in figure 
Skating, and they added up to an 
Olympic gold medal for Kristi 
Yamaguchi. 

Yamaguchi can do her share of 
' jumps, and she completed nearly 
all Friday night. She added a win 
in the free programme to her top 
place in the original for the Olym- 
pic title — the first for an Amer- 
ican woman since 1976. 

Midori Ito of Japan moved up 
from fourth place to take the 
silver medal, and American Nan- 
cy Kerrigan got the bronze. The 
other American, Tonya Harding, 
was fourth. 

All took spills during their 
routines, as did the fifth place 
finisher, France's Surya Bonaly. 

Yamaguchi’s footwork, spins, 
arm movements and presence 
were the most artistic and ex- 
pressive of the evening. 

“I still can’t believe what's hap- 
pening to me,” Yamaguchi said. 

She said she met briefly with 
the Last American Olympic cham- 
pion, Dorothy Hamfl], just be- 
fore going out onto the ice to 
perform. 

“She’s part of the reason why 
Pm in the sport right now and it 
was just a thrill to feel the support 
■die’s given me," Yamaguchi said. 

Ito fell on a triple axel early in 
her programme. She hit one 3:12 
into the 4V5.-minute routine, 
however. 

“I knew the second time the 
triple axle would be very difficult, 
but definitely, because this is the 
Olympics, I wanted to do it,” Ito 
said. 

Harding also fell on her triple 
axel, the fourth straight time she 
has failed to complete it. 

. The 20-year-old Yamaguchi led 
off tiie final group. To Mala- 
guena, Yamaguchi started well, 
easily hitting her triple lutz- triple 
toe combination. Her spins were 
also precise and she moved 
gracefully to the music. 

But she fell on a triple loop and 
Cut a triple salchow — a move she 
often struggles with — to a doa- 
ble. 

“I knew one thing would not 
ruin an entire programme,” she 
said. 

With Yamaguchi watching, 
Kerrigan came on the ice and 
missed several elements. She cut 
a’triple toe loop-triple toe loop to 
a triple-single and also did a 


single lutz when she planned a 
triple. When Kerrigan fell on a 
triple toe loop, her gold chances 
were gone. 

But the problems of Bonaly 
and Laetitia Hubert of France, 
plus Kerrigan's second place in 
the original programme, were 
enough to ensure bronze. 

Bonaly began by attempting a 
quadruple toe loop, a jump no 
woman has made in competition. 
She came very dose, but made 
only 3 1-2 revolutions before 
landing cleanly, just as she did at 
last year’s World Championships. 

In all, she landed five triples, 
but her footwork and weak spins 
hurt Bonaly. 

To get the gold, Yamaguchi 
had to give up pairs and go to 
another country. 

Yamaguchi won two national 
titles with partner Rudy Galindo. 
When she decided in 1990 to 
focus on singles, she moved to 
Edmonton, Alberta, to train. 

Without those moves, Yama- 
gnchi wouldn’t be wearing a gold 
medal. 


“I really didn’t expect to be in 
this, position,” said Yamaguchi. 
“It’s definitely been a little sur- 
prising to have everything happen 
so fast, win the worlds last year 
and this. 

“Of coarse, I dreamed of it 
since I was a little girl and I first 
put on skates. That it is true is 
still sinking in.” 

The U.S. and world champion 
clearly was the best in Friday 
night’s free skate. 

Yamaguchi showed that figure 
skating is still supposed to be 
beautiful no matter how many 
triple jumps you do. Her lithe 
spins, graceful glides and fluid 
arm motions were unmatched by 
the rest of the field. Her adroit 
jumps were strong enough to gpt 
the gold. 

“She’s just a very well-rounded 
girl,” said Body Teach man, who 
coaches American Tonya Hard- 
ing, the fourth-place finisher. 
“She has beautiful jumps, nice 
artistry, her music is good and she 
skates to her music.” 

Another gold medal for Yama- 
guchi in 1984 isn’t out rtf the 
question. She hasn't made up her 
mind about continuing, though. 

“I still think it’s a little early to 
think of what will happen two 
years from now,” she said. 

Needing to beat Yamaguchi by 
two places in the free skate, Ito 
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East-West 
deals. 


DOING THE 
vulnerable. North 


WEST 

* K.3 


NORTH 

♦ Q 10 A 
: 6 3 
V A K 6 
+ K J 10 7 2 

EAST 

* 8 5 SS 
TQ 10 52 : K90 74 

v Q 10 7 5 3 : J 9 

♦ A 4 +863 

SOUTH 

* A J 9 7 6 
T A J 

8 4 2 
*Q 9 5 
The bidding: 

North East South 

1 + Pass 1 * 

2 + Pass 4 + Pass 


West 


ENEMY’S WORK 

ace, declarer crossed to dummy with 

a diamond and ran the ten of spades 
to West's king. The queen of hearts 
was cashed, followed by a shift to a 
diamond, forcing out the remaining 
high diamond. West grabbed the ace 
of clubs at the first opportunity and 
cashed the queen of diamonds for a 
one-trick set. 

We could understand declarer's 
play if it had taken place in a dupli- 
cate pair event. At rubber bridge, 
however, it was unnecessarily risky 
and deserved the fate it met. 

Declarer created a weakness 
which the enemy was able to exploit. 
Since the club suit would furnish 
discards for more diamond losers 
than South held, declarer should 
have planned to lose only one triek 
each in trumps, hearts and clubs. 


Opening lead Two of 7 
Singlemindedness is an asset to a 
rubber bridge player. If you can 
head for your contract and disregard 
the hire of overtricks, you will be a 
winner in the long run. 

The auction was straightforward. 
While the jack of hearts was a 
doubtful asset, South's club frag- 
ment had to be upgraded, since it 
was in partner's suit The hand was 
clearly worth a jump to game nnre 
North raised spades. 

West led a heart and declarer saw 
no problems. After winning with the 


After winning the ace of hearts at 
trick one, declarer sbould immedi- 
ately start on trumps and. to main , 
tain control if spades are 4-1, correct 
technique is to lead a low trump 
from hand. Suppose West were to 
hop up with the king, mah the heart 
winner and switch to a diamond. 
Declarer has time to draw the out- 
standing trump, and force out the 
ace of clubs while there ia still one 
high diamond on the board to con- 
trol (he suit and serve as an entry to 
the long rluba. if necessary. The dia- 
mond loser disappears on the clubs. 





Kristi Yamaguchi 


couldn’t even beat her by one. Ito 
got first-place marks from the 
Japanese and Czechoslovakian 
jndges, but Yamaguchi gpt the 
rest, with eight 5.9s for artistry. 
Only the Japanese judge gave ber 
a 5.8. 

“It was not a physical problem 
at all,” said Ito, who beat Yama- 
guchi in the Lalique Trophy at 
the Olympic Ice Hall last Novem- 
ber. “I just lost the timing of the 
difficult triple jumps, the triple 
axel and (in the original program- 
me) the triple lutz.” 

Kerrigan followed her room- 


mate, Yamaguchi, on the ice. She 
made several mistakes, scaling 
back a combination jump and 4 
doing a single lutz instead of a 
triple. She fell on a triple toe 
loop. 

"Nancy wasn't herself 
tonight,” said ber coach, Mary 
Scotvold. “I don’t know if it was 
all the French flags or the extra 
people in the stands.” 

Once again, Harding got a tittle 
too ex d ted and missed her triple 
axel, once her trademark jump. It 
was fourth straight time she bad 
failed to complete it. 


38 players take part in 
mixed basketball tourney 


By Aksen Bannayan 

Special to Jordan Tones 


AMMAN — Marwan Ma’touq, Yousef Zaghfool and Diana A1 
Dalou won the mixed open basketball competition organised by 
the Homentmen Gnb. The trio pat up b big effort to overcome 
Ramez Hammoudeh, Vasken Adjemian mid Lars Kevorkian 
32-30 in the final match, die first Half ending to the latter’s 
advantage 20-15. 

In one of the competition’s most exciting matches Friday, the 
runner-up team earlier beat the eventual winners 28-27 in the 
preliminary round and later scored a 24-21 win over die trio of 
Walid Badian, Vicken Avakian and Aline Bannayan who settled 
for third place, 38 players representing AJ Ahli, Al Orthodori and 
Homentmen dubs formed nine teams of three players each. 

Participating players included Talal Al Shawwa, Sima Tofca-, 
jian, Osama Msih, Sarkis Abu lias, Lara Al Masri, Vicki' 
Manougian, Raima Msih, Sevan Sarkissian, Samer Taha, Khatid 
Abdul Hamid, Robert Chatmajiao, Hanan Shahateet and many 
others. 

“The aim of this competition is to encourage basketball, and 
have an activity prior to the beginning of the 1992 basketball 
season," senior organiser Hagop Tokajian told the Jordan Times. 

The matches were played at the Manhal Indoor Court am] 
ended late Friday evening. All matches were supervised by 
Jordan Basketball Federation referee Ismail Harb. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bubka breaks world record again 


BERLIN (R) — Ukrainian Sergei Bubka broke his own world 
indoor pole vault record when be cleared 6.13 metres at an 
international athletics meeting in Berlin. It bettered by one 
centimetre the mark he set in Grenoble, France, last March. 
Bubka, who deared the bar at 6.13 on his second attempt, has 
bettered the world record 16 times indoors and 13 times outdoors. 
Last year he set eight world records — four indoors and four 
outdoors — and successfully defended his world title in Tokyo. 


Former boxing champ guilty of rape 


MIAMI (AP) — A jury found former world heavyweight boxing 
champion Trevor Berbick guilty of raping a woman who worked 
as a baby-sitter for his family. Berbick was the world champ in 
1986 when Mike Tyson knocked him out to the crown. Tyson was 
convicted of rape this month. Now 39, Berbick is no longer a 
contender. His accuser, a 26-year-old woman who worked as a 
baby sitter for Berbick’s family, gave 90 minutes of emotional 
testimony Wednesday. She said Berbick pulled off ber clothing, 
hit her, held down and forcibly had sex with her in the bedroom of 
ber Miami apartment on Oct. 31, 1990. The woman said Berbick 
had driven to her apartment from his home near Fort Lauderdale, 
ostensibly to pay her $480 in baby-sitting fees he owed her. 


Courier upset in Stuttgart 


STUTTGART (AP) — Seventh-seeded Goran Ivanisevic fought 
off three match points to upset world No. 1 Jim Courier 3-6, 7-6, 
(7-2), 7-6 (10-8) in the quarterfinals of the $1.04 million Eurocard 
Classic Friday night Ivanisevic, of Croatia, saved two match 
points with blistering serves when down 4-5 in games in the third 
set and another with an ace at 6-7 in the tense tiebreaker. Another 
ace, his 20th, settled the match after two hours and 30 mantes. “I 
had the match points but they were all on his serve and with him 
it’s a lottery, you never know what he's going to da,”, said. 
Courier. “The best thing I can get from his match is that I don't 
have to play an indoor toumamciJt again until October.” Courier 
will next play at the Newsweek Champions Cup outdoors at 
Indian Wells. California, on March 2. In other quarterfinal action, 
second-seeded Stefan Edberg survived a tough challenge from 
Italian Omar Camporese to advance with a 4-6, 6-2, 7-5 victory. 


Becker, Lendl and McEnroe fined 

STUTTGART (AP) — Boris Becker and Ivan Lendl were fined 


$1,000 each Friday by the ATP Tour for outbursts during their 
second-round defeats at the $1.04 million Euxocard Ch 


Becker lost Thursday night 6-3, 6-4 to Jan Siemerink of the 
Netherlands, and Lendl was beaten 7-6 (7-4). 5-7. 6-1 by 
Alexander Voikov of Russia. “In Becker’s case he swore in- 
German at a German linesman and the linesman reported him to 
the umpire, while Lendl said offending words to the umpire in his 
match," said ATP Tour supervisor Ed Hardisty, who assesed the 
fines. Croatian Goran Ivanisevic, the seventh seed, and unseeded 
American John McEnroe were fined Friday for matches played 
Wednesday. Ivanisevic was fined $500 for verbal abuse during a 
second-round match against Olivier Delartre of France. McEnroe 
was fined $450 for breaking his racket -during his loss to eighth 
seed Karel Novacek of Czechoslovakia. 


WHEN I WAS LITTLE AND 
I DIDN'T FEEL WELL, MOM 
WAS ALUJAY5 THERE... 



I NEVER SHOULD HAVE 
LEFT M0ME..HOU) CAN I 
TELL MOM NOW THAT 
MY STOMACH HURTS? 




Andy Capp 



Mutt'n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarroU Ftighter 

22) Even though you are butt 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Turning difficult titrations tactful- 
hr to your own outfit cooks easy 
today as the Moon in Opriw™ 
sextiles Venus. Your reasoning 
abffity is logical and especially 
dear at the moment. 


ARIES: (March 21 10 April 19) 
This te your d ay to thick out a 
course of action that can bring you 
much more of dds world’s goods 
and in a manner that keeps you 
nit anted. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to. May 20) 
You are most consdentions now 
and are abo aware of what your 
li m itations and restrictions are and 
what you not do to really make a 
new course for yoorodf. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jose 21) A 
i n njitiiiu . and older friend who 
knows what bo is talking about will 
■bow you what you can do in order 
to gam release from some condi- 
tion you don’t wish further in your 
life. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You are now able to find 
the official who can help you gam 
some personal ambition that has 
been very for you to 

obtain. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
you have aU kinds of p ressu re to 
accept a new arrangement that will 
solve and settle some vocational 
duty which k the right thing for 
you now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 


<*• 

pw gfhne nature you ttia ire awe 
to see bow your horizons cm t» 
expanded. 

LIRRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This is your day » get at 
promises you have made to a part- 

ocr and that require a oaomer* 
able amount of work on your part 
iq do in exact manner. . 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21 ) This is your time t o flake 
sure your associates undented 
the ym fc you have to do and Hart 
this is the reason yon cut go 
fluffing off with th em . 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You have a gperf 
idea for some fan and pleasur e tarn 
can be yours but it requires a great 
deal of effort on your p*n co get it 

done. 

CAPRICORN: (December 2 2 to 
January 20) Take members of your 
famil y to some amusement place 
where you can join in the games, 
sports and recreations char do 
appeal to you and them. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever you would Skr to 
do that requires gening out in the 
world of activity is good to plan 
now even though it is necessary for 
you to handle family affairs. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) There are some highly effective 
means now by which you can see 
bow to set more but it is also 
necessary for you to convince your 
allies. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 
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‘I was hoping for a Christmas 
miracle, but I still weigh 
the same." 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| • by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

"a* 


0 


HOUGD 






1 

ORNOH 



mm\ 


DEFUNC 


r 


• 

•■I 


SWOBET 


_ 



Ti 
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Thera he 
aaah, k 
njs temper 


170 THIS BEFORE 
‘BLASTING OFF." 


Now arrange tha dueled letters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“Lummxr 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 
Jumbles: PROXY ABASH UPSHOT THRESH 

Answer He can make a decision and stick to it— no 
matter how wrong he to— which is why we 
know this— THAT HE'S THE BOSS * 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Health dub 
4 Facet 
9 Atlas Item 
12 Part-time 
worker 

14 August 

15 Sonny — 

16 Eurasian range 

17 The Sheik 
of — ■* 

IS Ages and ages 

19 Baseball 
lumber 

20 EH's school 

21 Concur 

22 Quick look 
24 Persian 

26 Shroud city 
28 Hockey player 

32 Lecher 
35 “The — of Our 
Teeth" 

37 Words to 
Nanette 

38 MetvMebook 

39 Aver 

40 Selves 

41 Tilt 

42 Enam eled 
metalware 

43 LWmagfliatJvo 

44 Persuade 
■46 Pile up 

48 Carved pole 
50 Masonic 
doorkeepers 
54 Socrates' 
student 

57 Metallic material 
59 Entity 
50 Ms Anderson 

81 Dimensions 

82 Persevere with 
success 

63 Cook's need 
04 Chentleteer’s 
realm 

65 Swiss painter 
68 Evergreen 
67 Old St. 

colonnades 
65 Connecting 
wond 





2 Danger 

3 Iowa church 
society 

4 Orison 

5 WHeof Zbus 

6 - Tve Got — 
(Warren) 

7 Cavalry weapon 
fi Ron — (Tamm) 
B Oth e Eo was one 

10 Actress 
Bancroft 

11 Sit 

13 '1 Got — " 
(Gershwin) 

15 "I've Got — ■' 
(Gershwin) 

21 Literary 
c oB octi on 
23 Mongrel 
25 Br. composer 
27 Ratio words 


yesterday's Puzzle Snhreri- 


Hl|Hr30 Finonp 
cniunir 

norm ncinn r 
gnnn an™ nr 
nnn riiQQnrnnr 

oannm mmA 

0f 30 Finnmn r 


34 Wan maker? 
gPrirrBngtem, 


DOWN 
1 Smarted 


SoJSSE" « Bin's partner 

31 Optimistic 47 Nuclear trials 

3Z Artae . 4 Sg«wi»jJt« 

33 Agreement wore 51 — Qa^ ** T ' S- 



52. 

53 L 

54 Ruse 

55 World turn 

56 Turn over ■ 
-leaf 

Tableland 
01 ^ - 
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N 
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'■3 ‘Rouble famine’ 

bis ■ : ::■ •;;• . . _ 

S MOSCOW (AP) — Russians call had nm out of money and was 
8 *ro«bte famine.” Inflated offering only teller’s checks to 
•? 5 - •: md pjizried by this latest shot- fuming depositors. 

>'nga- they jostled in line for cash “Who needs your checks” 


plagues Russia 


' uge, they jostled in line for cash “Who needs your checks” 
Uw tVat tapksFriday^ jnst as they do cried a burly man in a sheepskin 
fbff »«t «* ** b 2‘* ert - “*■ “* need ash i»». Do you thmk I 

" Hr, * v. Some. even "wentto tae extreme can find an idiot in any store who 
” exdumging their preciously will accept your checks for any- 

* boarded d ollars, fo r roubles, de- thing worth buying?” 

' * w rnflfra predpftous — and unpre- It’s no ordinary run on a shaky 

ootorted — M in the dollar's bank that has gripped the young 
: "• 1 • , . Commonwealth of Independent 

y> ^,i : **ffe cash” declared a sign at States. 

^ ^ j^i® Rnsaan Savings Bank branch The Russian government, 
■**’, qq> busy Tvc rska ya street in which controls the former Soviet 

dtiwiitowii Moscow. By midday it mint, continues to print roubles 

••— 2 

’■->> f~?- v ■ ‘ ' — 

t ; • financial Jordan Times A 

i - Markets *" witH ® 

-:,tT . Cairo Amman Bank e» 


:] - Markets 7 ” ~ 

.'“•JV’ ;.tT . Cairo Amman 
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StrrfbJR Pound' 

20/2/1992 

Dentacbe Mark 

1-7321 

1.0444 

Swiss. Franc 

1.4650 

French Franc 

5.5 930 

jsqnnefte Yen 

1C&.60 

&ropean Curreny Unit 

1.2370 ** 


HaoVotk 

Chue. 


1.7410 
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‘/US Per sre 

y* Ennpean Opening K bn I.MT 

UMcmacr I n ter Mt Ram 
Currency I T 
“ l/S. Palter " ~ 

Stfrtmg Pound jj> 

pndscbr Mark 9 

Swiss Franc 7 

French Franc 9 


n /z t mz 


1 MTH 

3 VfTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

4.06 

4.16 

4.25 

4.63 

10.25 

J 0.12 

10.12 

10.05 

9.50 

9.50 

9.5 0 

9.31 

7.50 

7.45 

7.57 

7.25 

9.67 

9.67 

9.61 

9.65 

5.57 

S.li 

4.67 

4.76 

9.90 

9.93 

9.95 

9.*7 


European Cuttwic* Uni! | 9 . 9 O 9.93 9^95 

IWttaA MU nlr> fur mnmt* nnvrilae I •*> IMLr. 1 .00(1 .BOO or equivalent. 


USD/Oz JD/Cm' 
35J.35 6 . 75 


USD/Oz 


AIM Banfc of Jordan f««*— y Koto Bolletin 

DM 

Cmwcv ~ eld ' 

Saritog Pound , „ I.1S6T- 

DfuUcfae Mark" ‘ \ 0.4114 

Swiss. Franc 0.4S3S j 

French Franc o. 1Z10 

Japanese Yen' 0.52S5 

Dmch Guilder 0.365t> 

Swedish Krona n nn 


Ital i a n Lira' 


Belgian Franc 


■ Prr ■« 

Otkar C un e u des 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lduscu Lira' 


Saudi RiyaJ 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qalnri RJyaJ 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Rlyal 


LAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 


Cypriot Pound 


• hr w 

CAB Iwfios for Amman Flnandal Msrktt 


21 / Zl mz 

JD/Gm 

.090 

21 / ZJ 1992 


Bid 

Offer 

0.6620 

0.6640 

.. I.166T- 

.1.1922 

\ 0.4114 

0.415 5 - 

0.4536 

0.4561 

o.wo 

0. 1216 

0.5265 

0.5311 

0.366b 

0.3674 

0.1137 

0.1143 

0.0546 


0.02001 

0.02011 




It .Z.199Z Close 


137.63 


19 .2. 1992 Close 


Bankin g Sector 


insurance Sector 


Industry Sector 


Services Sector 



Cinenui 


Tel: 677420 


Kim Basinger 

TOO HOT 
TO HANDLE 

Shews 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
p.m. 




Habit A1 Mashlni Theatre \ 


Today and everyday 

“ZAMAN AL SHAKLABAH” 
(Sommersault Time) play 

Continues its shows 

starring: “Abu Awwad neightxxjrtiood family 
at 8 p.m. everyday j 

.ticket. office open daily / 


at a startling rate. Ihe amount of 
cash in circulation in Russia rose 
20.4 per cent in January, Izvestia 
reported Thursday. 

However, the demand for cash 
has risen even faster than the 
supply since Jan. 2, when Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin freed prices 
and they shot up more than 300 
per cent, on average. 

Russia's top economic official. 
Deputy Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar, said this week the gov- 
ernment was deliberately holding 
down the supply of roubles to 
curb inflation and raise the value 
of the currency against the dollar. 

Yelena, an unemployed single 
mother of a 16-year-old son, 
waited nervously in line at a 
currency exchange office Friday, 
clutching a small wad of foreign 
bills. 

She was one on many Musco- 
vites rushing to exchange their 
savings of dollars, French francs 
or German marks — either to 
raise cash for necessities, or out 
of fear that the value of foreign 
currencies will continue to fall. 

“I need the cash to live,” said 
Yelena, who declined to give her 
last name. “My ex-husband is a 
foreigner, but be still lets us have 
a bit of money now and then. 
That’s what I'm selling.” 

Two weeks ago, one dollar was 
worth 110 roubles at the official 
exchange rate and 130-150 on the 
black market. In recent days it 
has tumbled to 70 roubles official- 
ly, and about 85 on the black 
market. 

Other foreign currencies also 
have lost more than 30 per cent of 
their value, the first time in mem- 
coy that the rouble’s value has 
risen so sharply. 

Sasha and Ira, both 30, nearly 
burst with relief after changing 
their board of dollars into roubles 
Friday. 

“We’ve run out of ready 
money and need some more.” be 
said. “And why keep lots of 
dollars now, if die rate may go 
down to 50 or even 20?” 

The cash squeeze has hit all the 
former Soviet republics, includ- 
ing the three baltic states. 
Ukraine is introducing reissuable 
coupons for food and other 
necessities, in part to make up for 
the shortage of roubles. 

Until perestroika, ordinary 
citizens were not allowed to pos- 
sess foreign currency, and buying 
or selling it was a serious crime. 
AD "15 former "Soviet republics _ 
still severely restrict die use of/ 
dollars, and only a tiny fraction of. 
the population earns them legal- 

*y- 

But many people, from weal- 
thy entrepreneurs to retired fac- 
tory workers, converted their sav- 
ings into foreign currency as a 


GPA 


record 

profits 

BUBUN (R) — Guinness Peat 
Aviation (GPA), the world's 
largest aircraft 1 earing firm, has 
announced record third quarter 
profits bat gave no news on when 
it might float the company on the 
world's stock markets. 

GPA, rebounding from the 
damage done to the international 
aviation industry by the Gulf war, 
announced that its net profit for i 
the quarter ending Dec. 31 1991 
was 73 million, up 32 per cent 
from the same quarter in the 
previous year. 

But despite the excellent re- 
sults die company gave no indica- 
tion on when it might launch a 
giant flotation on die London, 
New York and Tokyo stock mar- 
kets that could value the brain- 
child of tipperary railwayman’s 
son Tony Ryan al anything from 
$3 billion to $4 billion. 

A GPA spokesman said: “This 
is the highest profit GPA has ever 
bad in one quarter since it started 
in 1975.” 


Cinema 


hedge against inflation before the 
Jan. 2 price rises. Now, they face 
enormous losses. 

Until this month, the rouble 
had been sinking steadily, with no 
end in right. The official rate per 
dollar went from six roubles in 
early 1991 to 30 at mid-year and 
100 by year’s end. 

Some businessmen had pre- 
dicted it would hit 300 before the 
end of 1992 — which would have 
made the average Russian work- 
er’s montly salary equivalent to 
$3.20. 

Russia’s central bank helped 
strengthen the rouble by selling 
about $3 million at currency auc- 
tions in Moscow in early Febru- 
ary, the bead of the bank’s ex- 
change rate department, Andrei 
Knyazev, told the Associated 
Press Friday. 

“We intervened to break the 
psychological momentum against 
the rouble.’ Mr. Knyazev said. 
“The exchange rate had become 
completely out of touch with the 
real purchasing power of the 
rouble.’’ 

Meanwhile, Russia’s finance 
minister says bis government 
needs to show citizens within three 
months that the economy is be- 
ginning to improve or Russia 
could face a “very serious social 
and political situation.” 

Mr. Gaidar said it would be 
“irresponsible and unrealistic” to 
promise the Russian people a 
sharp economic improvement 
across the board very soon. 

“But we have to show the 
population that the situation is 
changing," he told American and 
Soviet reporters. “What we have 
to produce is goods in the shops 
— not even good goods, but some 
goods.” 

Mr. Gaidar hoped consumers 
would see . better production and 
distribution of meat, milk and 
clothing within three months. 

Strong supplies of other items in 
short supply, such as sugar and 
vegatable oil. will be far more 
difficult to assure in that time, he 
said. 

The minister did not elaborate 
on the consequences if the gov- 
ernment failed to get more goods 
into the shops. But be said Rus- 
sians would not stand to sec their 
purchasing power eroded further 
through inflation. 

Steady supplies of key com- 
modities would inspire consumers 
to work harder to improve the 
1 economy, be said. 

On other economic matters, 
the Russian government will 
move strongly this year to priva- 
tise retail trade, the food industry 
and the building materials indus- 
try to make the economy more 
efficient, he said 


Chinese 
department 
stores plan 
to open shops 
in CIS 

PEKING (R) — Twelve Chinese 
department stores plan to open 
branches soon in the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS), and some want to buy real 
estate in the republics of the 
former Soviet Union, the New 
Chinese Agency has said. 

Two of tire twelve, from east 
China's Jiangsu province, are 
sending representatives to 
Ukraine next month in prepara- 
tion for the opening of their 
, stores, the official agency said. 

Chinese leaders, while private- 
ly expressing dismay at the dis- 
solution of tiie Soviet Union and 
the collapse of communist rule 
there, have been quick to set up 
trade and diplomatic links with 
the republics. 

The Nanjing department store 
will invest $2 million to open a 
shop in the port city Odessa to 
sell food, clothing, toys and 
household necessities, the agency 
said. 
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World 

consumption 
of spices 
continues 
to grow 
strongly 

LONDON (AP) — The growing 
popularity of spicy foods — espe- 
cially in the United States — is 
steadily boosting world trade in 
spices, according to a new study 
of the market released Friday. 

The Commonwealth Secretar- 
iat study said world trade in 
spices now amounts to about 
400,000 tonnes a year worth $1.5 
billion. 

U.S. imports of all spices — 
especially pepper, chiles, cloves 
and ginger — rose once again in 
1990. although their value drop- 
ped five per cent to $355 million 
because of generally lower prices, 
the report said. 

The Commonwealth Secretar- 
iat said growth in the use of 
convenience foods was partly be- 
hind rising consumption of spices 
in the United States and other 
developed countries. In the Un- 
ited Slates, the food processing 
industry accounts for 66 per cent 
of all spice demand. 

Falling prices have also been 
stimulating global imports, espe- 
cially pepper, the main interna- 
tionally traded spice, the report 
said. 

Brazilian black pepper was 
quoted on the London market at 
a 10-year low of $1,100 a ton at 
the end of 1991, compared with 
$1,850 at the start of 1990. 

The Commonwealth Secretar- 
iat forecast that exportable pro- 
duction of pepper from the main 
supplying countries would rise to 
an all-time high of 163,000 tonnes 
in the current 1991-92 season 
from 155,000 in 1990-91. 

Brazilian exportable supplies 
were put at 31,000 (33.000 in 
1990-91), Indian 40,000 (25,000). 
Indonesian 45,000 (48,000). 
Malaysian 29,000 (32.000) and 
others 18,000 (17.000). 

Japanese 
executives 
earn 1/3 
of U.S. 
chiefs 

TOKYO (R) — Top business 
executives in the United States 
earn three times more than their 
Japanese counterparts, a private 
research institute said in a report. 

Presidents of major Japanese 
companies, defined as those capi- 
talised at 10 billion yen (JT78 
million) or more, receive an aver- 
age 48 million yen ($375,000) in 
annual compensation including 
bonuses, according to the Wage 
and Salary Administration Re- 
search Institute report. 

The figure compared to 155 
million yen ($1.2 million) for top 
U.S. executives at firms the same 
size, it said. 

“American company presi- 
dents can make their own deci- 
sions on their salaries and 
bonuses,” said research institute 
director Kenji Yatomi. 

He added that the apparent i 
gap could actually be narrower 
because most Japanese presidents 
spend millions of yen entertaining ! 
on company expense accounts. I 

But even after taking this into 
account, Japanese presidents 
were still far behind the Amer- 
ican executives. Mr. Yatomi said. 

He said the salaries of Japanese 
company executives were deter- 
mined after considering wages of 
their employees. 

Huge sums paid to some top 
American executives in salaries, 
bonuses and stock options have 
become a controversial issue in a 
recession-bit United States. 


Abu Dhabi puts up cash 
for BCCI compensation 


LONDON (R) — Shareholders 
including the ruler of Abu Dhabi 
have agreed to payouts that may 
top $2 billion for people who lost 
money when the scandal-hit Bank 
of Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI) was closed down. 

But creditors of BCCI said an 
emerging accord which was dis- 
closed Friday by liquidators did 
not do enough. 

People would get back only 
about a third of their money. 

BCCI operations were closed 
in many nations last July in a 
swoop by regulators who said 
they might have stumbled on the 
biggest fraud in financial history. 

Abu Dhabi's ruler. Sheikh 
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahayan. 
and institutions in the Gulf emi- 
rate are majority shareholders in 
BCCI and have now initialled an 
agreement on a plan to help 
thousands of depositors. 

Brian Smouha of British 
accountants Touche Ross, li- 
quidator for BCCI’s 
Luxembourg-based parent com- 
pany, said that if the plan were 
adopted, Abu Dhabi could inject 
between $1.2 billion and $2.2 
billion to meet creditors' claims. 

"This is the best agreement we 
could get,” Mr. Smouha said 
after seven months of negotiating 
with Abu Dhabi. 

Abu Dhabi said in a statement 
the plan was a “positive contribu- 
tion toward relieving the suffer- 
ing of depositors and creditors 
worldwide.” 

But depositors were dis- 
appointed. 

“I approach these proposals 
with a considerable degree of 


ir&ip' 
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Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan 

caution.” said Adit Elias, chair- 
man of the BCCI Depositors 
Protection Association which 
represents about $1 billion of 
claims. 

“Many creditors will feel that 
the Abu Dhabi contribution is 
not sufficient to justify the li- 
quidators and the creditors giving 
up any rights.” he said. 

Liquidators were appointed in 
Luxembourg, Britain and the 
Cayman Islands last month when 
courts in these countries ordered 
the bank to be wound up. 

Investigations of BCCI have 
led to allegations of widespread 
corruption, laundering of drug 
money and payoffs to political 
figures worldwide. 

The Abu Dhabi proposals re- 
quire court approval in the three 
countries where the main BCCI 
operations were based, as well as 
acceptance by creditors speaking 
for $7 billion. 


The plan could meet 30 to 40 
per cent of claims. 

Creditors could get an initial 10 
per cent of admitted claims in 
early 1993, with the rest over a 
number of years. 

Touche Ross said the alterna- 
tives were payouts of up to 10 per 
cent under a normal liquidation 
and many years of uncertain 
litigation against Abu Dhabi to 
effect recovery. 

Under the plan. Abu Dhabi 
would meet half the cost of pay- 
ments to creditors, with asset 
sales making up the balance. 

Only creditors waiving claims 
against the majority shareholders 
would get payment from the Abu 
Dhabi fund. Those declining to 
give uie waiver would receive a 
minimal amount from asset dis- 
posals. with no date forecast for 
payout. 

Worldwide assets of BCCI 
would be pooled to maximise 
compensation. 

Abu Dhabi would pay an initial 
S300 million to an agent bank as 
soon as court approvals were 
received. The agent would pay 
the creditors. 

Further payments of $500 mil- 
lion each would be made to the 
agent in June this year and next 
year. A $400 million payment 
would then be made in June 1994. 

If worldwide liabilities exceed 
$10 billion. Abu Dhabi would 
make a maximum injection of 

52.2 billion. If they fall below $10 
billion, the contribution falls to 

51.2 billion. 

If asset sales exceed $2.5 bil- 
lion. half the proceeds flow to 
Abu Dhabi and half to creditors. 


Report says boycott 
worsened Mack 
poverty in South Africa 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pover- 
ty among South African blacks 
was worsened by anti-apartheid 
boycotts and remains severe, a 
report by the International 
Monetary Fund says. 

The report. “Economic Poli- 
cies for a New South Africa.” 
says sanctions against South Afri- 
ca helped reverse a trend towards 
more equal incomes. 

The report contrasts the first- 
world living standards of the 
white minority and the Third 
World conditions of blacks, parti- 
cularly where large numbers of 
non-working women, children 
and elderly blacks live. 


Poverty is so severe among 
blacks, the report says, that only 
significant growth in the economy 
coupled with redistribution poli- 
cies will help ease the disparity. 

"Despire some progress in re- 
cent years. South Africa’s budget 
still reflects very marked differ- 
ences between the races." the 
report says. 

But it says that that equalising 
spending levels on blacks and 
whites, in an effort at redistribu- 
tion, would “result in an overall 
level of social spending dramati- 
cally beyond the capacity of the 
budget." 

It notes that in the 1970s in- 
come of blacks was beginning to 


increase. 

“However, the reduction in 
economic growth throughout the 
1980s — associated with a 
worsening in the investment cli- 
mate brought about by height- 
ened political uncertainty and the 
imposition of sanctions against 
South Africa — particularly 
affected black employment and 
wage growth," the report says. 

It says the share of overall 
income for whites compared with 
blacks has declined steadily since 
1960. but when population rate 
increases are factored in, inequal- 
ity of income between the races 
remains among the most pro- 
nounced in the world. 


Bankers deny Panama 
is haven for money Baunderers 


PANAMA CITY (R) — 
Panamanian bankers have denied 
reports that the country was still 
flourishing as a money-laundering 
centre and said efforts to curb the 
problem were working. 

“It’s impossible to say how 
much money laundering there is. 
But there are a lot more restric- 
tions and it’s not as bad as before 
(when) drug barons would bring 
bags of money for deposit and 
nobody would investigate.” said a 
chief dealer at a major European 
bank. 

The United States invaded 
Panama two years ago to oust 
former strongman Manuel 
Noriega and dean up the coun- 
try, which it said was a haven for 
money laundering and drug traf- 
ficking. 

But some experts say the prob- 
lem may have grown worse. A 
White House official told Reuters 
recently that money laundering in 
Panama had probably surpassed 
levels reached under Noriega. 

“That just can’t be. I would say 
the system (to restrict money 
laundering) is working pretty 


well,” said an official at a leading 
U.S. bank in Panama. 

Anyone depositing -more than 
$10,000 cash in Panama must 
declare where the money came 
from, and some banks have re- 
quired information from those 
depositing more than $5,000. 

Panama signed a mutual legal 
assistance treaty with the United 
States last year that allows the 
two countries to exchange finan- 
cial information on suspected 


drug traffickers. 

U.S. officials said Panama was 
not consistently implementing the 
strict measures it has adopted to 
fight money laundering, such as 
freezing bank accounts and assets 
of suspected drugs runners. 

But Panamanian authorities 
complain that insufficient re- 
sources and the complex nature 
of money-laundering schemes 
make the crime difficult to in- 
vestigate and prosecute. 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished flat to let. 2nd floor. 2 bedrooms, large 
sitting-dining area, kitchen, bathroom, telephone and 
central heating. 

Location: Shmeisani. Please call tel: 601795 


SECRETARY REQUIRED 

Secretary required with following qualifications: 
-Reasonably good knowledge of Arabic and English 

- languages. 

-Typing, Arabic & English. 

- knowledge in operating word processor. 

- Shorthand. 

- Filing. 

- Minimum one year experience in secretarial work. 
-Own car an advantage. 

Salary according to qualifications. 

Applications together with C V. to be sent to: 

P.O.Box 1154 / Amman - Jordan 


HOTEL AQUAMAR1NA 111 

Three nights/four days per person JD 29.000 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
and lunch. 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6255 


HOTEL AQUAMAR1NA 11 

Three nights/four days per person JD 29.00 in 
double room occupany including breakfast at Aqua 
II and lunch at Aqua I. 

The above rates are subject to 10 % govt, tax and 
10% service charge. 

For reservation please call 315165 - 316250 


AQUAMARINA HOTEL — CLUB I 

Three nights/four days per person JD 48.00 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
and dinner buffet barbeque in Blue Lagoon 
Restaurant with MAHA, the Arabic Singer (for 
families only). 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
i and 10% service charge. 

For reservation piease call: 03-31-6250 






















































World News 


CIS 

commander 

sounds 


on 
Karabakh 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Com- 
monwealth Commander Yevgeny 
Shaposhnikov said Saturday that 
full-scale war could erupt in 
Transcaucasia if former Soviet 
troops were sucked into the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov said 
there were persistent attempts to 
draw his forces into the bloody 
four-year-old dispute between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan which 
has killed more than 1 ,000 people 
in and around Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

"The prospect of regular forces 
being drawn into military actions 
is a gloomy one. It means taming 
the conflict, which can and should 
be solved by political means, into 
a large-scale war,” he said in the 
interview with the army daily 
Krasnaya Zvezda. 

"That means bloodshed, mass 
casualties and destruction. This is 
the way towards an escalation of 
war beyond the boundaries of the 
region. This is a direct threat to 
the security not only of neigh- 
bouring states but the whole 
world." 

Moscow Radio said two Com- 
monwealth soldiers and three 
Azerbaijani guerrillas were killed 
Saturday in a dash on the out- 
skirts of the Azeri town of 
Gyandzha, just north of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Shooting broke out after the 
soldiers refused a demand to 
hand over their weapons and 
vehides to the guerrillas, the 
radio said. 

^Fighting in Nagorno- 
Karabakh. an endave populated 
mostly by ethnic Armenians but 
administered by Azerbaijan, has 
continued despite a ceasefire rail 
by the foreign ministers of both 
countries Thursday. 

Commonwealth television Fri- 
day reported heavy rocket attacks 
on Nagorno-Karabakh's capital 
Stepanakert. “The town is on 
fire. Rescue work is being ham- 
pered by the lack of electricity, 
fuel and water," it said. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov, who 
gave his interview to mark official 
army day Sunday, urged the war- 
ring neighbours to refrain from 
creating their own armed forces 
until the dispute was settled. 

Azerbaijan, along with 
Ukraine and Moldova, has said it 
will form its own military, inde- . 
pendent of Commonwealth 
Armed Forces, by taking over 
Soviet units on its soil. 

President Ayaz Mutalibov, 
calling on his countrymen to un- 
ite, announced a partial mobilisa- 
tion Friday, according to Russian 
Television. 

Azerbaijani citizens age 20 to 
40 with qualifications needed by 
the army would be called up, the 
Interfax News Agency reported. 

It did not say what backgrounds 
were being sought or how many 
men were affected. 

Interfax and ITAR-TASS said 
the cities of Hojaly and Agdam 
and a number of Azerbaijani 
villages in districts bordering on 
Armenia came under fire Thurs- 
day night. 

ITAR-TASS said the attack on 
Hojaly continued into Friday 
morning. It quoted Azerbaijan’s 
Interior Ministry as saying the 
attack was preceded by several 
hours of artillery and missile 
assaults from nearby Armenian 
villages. 

It said Hojaly was heavily dam , 
aged and that several civilians 
were killed and wounded. 

Raghim Gaziyev, chief defence 
officer in the Azerbaijani- 
dominated town of Shusha, told 
Interfax that the shelling of Azer- 
baijani villages involved tanks 
and armoured vehicles belonging 
to a motorised infantry regiment 
of the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States. 

Both the Armenian side and 
the Commonwealth Armed 
Forces are denying the regiment’s 
involvement, Interfax said. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov earlier 
ibis week urged his forces not to 
get involved in the dispute and 
said he was prepared to withdraw 
Commonwealth troops from 
Nagorno-Karabakh unless there 
was a ceasefire. 

While accepting Common- 
wealth members' right to build 
their own armies, Marshal Sha- 
poshnikov crticised what he cal- 
led "haste, unilateral decisions, 
pressure of force, and especially 
rapacious, frankly criminal and 
illegal actions." 

Military and economic dis- 
putes, particularly between Rus- 
sia and Ukraine, threaten the 
long-term survival 'of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) formed last December with 
the demise of the Soviet Union. 

The tug-of-war over the 3.7- 
million-strong armed forces of 
the former union has aggravated 
a severe crisis of morale among 
servicemen, already unhappy at 
military spending cuts, poor 
housing and miserable living con- 
ditions. 


U.N. approves deployment of 
peace force in Yugoslavia 



UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The U.N. Security Council has 
unanimously approved the de- 
ployment of 14,000 peacekeepers 
to enforce a ceasefire in Yugosla- 
via and protect the population 
until a political settlement can be 
reached. 

Advance teams are to be sent 
at once, and the first U.N. sol- 
diers are expected to arrive in 
about two weeks. The force in- 
itially will be deployed for one 
year, although the Security Coun- 
cil has the option of extending or 
reducing its term. 

The soldiers will be deployed 
primarily in three Serbian- 
dominated enclaves within 
Croatia, which will be designated 
U.N. protected areas. Both 
Croatia and the Serbs claim these 
areas, and it is likely their future 
will be the key subject of future 
negotiations. 

“We are very happy," said 
Yugoslav Ambassador Darko 
Silovic of Friday's Council vote. 
"The ceasefire was holding only 
because everybody was expecting 
the peacekeeping troops to come 
in. It was very fragile and thin ice 
we were treading." 

“Either this ceasefire holds or 
we will have another war," he 
said. 

The resolution emphasised that 
the peacekeeping plan “is in no 
way intended to prejudge the 
terms of a political settlement" — 
a reference to disputes over the 
sovereignty of the Serb- 
dominated enclaves. 

“We hope the resolution 


adopted today will facilitate 
attainment of a peaceful political 
settlement," said Thomas R. 
Pickering, the U.S. ambassador, 
who heads the Security Council 
this month. 

The force will be the largest 
U.N. peacekeeping mission since 
the 20,000 man Congo operation 
in the 1960s, although an even 
larger force, of 22,000 to 26,000 
peacekeepers, was proposed for 
Cambodia Thursday. 

The vote had been postponed 
earlier because the United States 
and other Western members of 
the 15-nation Security Council 
considered the proposed $634 
million cost of the U.N. protec- 
tive force to be far too high. 

The initial estimated had been 
$400 million to $450 million. 
Peacekeeping operations are fi- 
nanced by special assessments of 
U.N. members according to their 
ability to pay, and the United 
States usually pays about 30 per 
cent of the total. 

The force will operate initially 
on a $10 million appropriation 
expected from the General 
Assembly. Full deployment will 
depend on a reduction in the $634 
million price tag, Mr. Pickering 
said. 

Diplomats said Western coun- 
tries opposed spending about 
$132.3 million to build barracks 
for the U.N. troops, saying that 
existing army barracks and hotels 
should be used, with local parties 
footing the bill. 

The Yugoslavia operation and 
the estimated $1.9 billion for a 


Cambodian mission would in- 
crease the total annual cost of 
U.N. peacekeeping to more than 
3 billion, compared to the $700 
million spent last year. 

An estimated 10,000 people 
have been killed in fighting be- 
tween Croatian forces, Serb 
irregulars and the Serb- 
dominated federal army since 
Croatia declared independence 
on June 25. 

Yugoslavia’s Tanjug News 
Agency reported Friday that Serb 
leaders in Croatia plan to replace 
their leader, Milan Babic, a move 
which would significantly lessen 
opposition within the region to 
the U.N. force. 

Mr. Babic’s opposition to the 
U.N. plan has put him at odds 
with Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, bis former mentor, 
along with an increasing number 
of Serb leaders in Croatia. 

Mr. Babic and some other Serb 
militants say they oppose sur- 
rendering their arms to the U.N. 
troops because this would leave 
them defenceless before the 
Croatian government. 

Croatia and the Serb minority 
enclave on its territory have 
posed fresh obstacles to the 
smooth deployment of U.N. 
troops. 

A Croatian statement insisted 
Friday its laws must apply in 
Serb-held areas when U.N. 
troops enter them, although U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
has explicitly ruled this out before 
a political settlement. 

Hardline Serb leaders controll- 


ing Croatia’s Krajina region 
ousted Police Chief Milan Martic 
who favoured accepting the U.N. 
plan asd disarming loosely disci- 
plined militia volunteers. 

The decisions were a challenge 
to the U.N. Security Council. 

The Croatian statement said: 
“The laws and institutions of die 
Republic of Croatia will be in 
force m those areas under the 
protection of U.S. forces.” 

It reflected Croatian fears that 
a U.N. buffer force would allow 
Serbs to cement their control 
over the one third of Croatian 
territory which they captured 
during the fighting. 

Diplomats said Croatia’s un- 
compromising stand would 
embarrass German Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Gens- 
cfaer, who was due to visit Zagreb 
Saturday for talks with Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman. 

Germany has become the 
guarantor for Croatia’s good con- 
duct since forcing its European 
Community partners to recognise 
the republic in January, despite 
strong reservations by some in- 
cluding France and Britain. 

The Republic of Croatia Friday 
submitted a request for U.N. 
membership, but asked that no 
immediate action is taken, U.N. 
officials said. 

Croatian Foreign Minister 
Zvonimir Separovic gave the ap- 
plication letter to Dr. Ghali, but 
requested that it is not forwarded 
to the Security Council yet, U.N. 
spokesman Francois Giuliani 
said. 


S. Korea 
may take 
nuclear 
issue 
to U.N. 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President Roh Tae-Woo said 
Saturday Seoul would ask the 
United Nations to settle a dispute 
over inspection of North Korea's 
nudear programme if Pyongyang 
refused to settle the issue, news 
reports said. 

The nudear row had become 
international concern and 
must be settled inevitably," Mr 
Roh, quoted by the Yonhap 
News Agency, told reporteis on 
the fourth anniversary of his inau- 
guration. 


an 


“If this problem is not solved 
through the South-North talks, 
(we) should settle it through an 
international body like the U.N. 
Security Counril," Mr. Roh said, 
calling for the North to give early 
permission for international nuc- 
lear inspections. 

A presidential aide confirmed 
the press reports. 

Pyongyang signed last month a 
nuclear safeguards agreement 
with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to let 
inspectors see its facilities, but 
has yet to agree to a timetable for 
such scrutiny. 


The Korea Times earlier 
quoted a Foreign Ministry official 
as saying if North Korea delayed 
ratifying the nudear safeguards 
agreement, Seoul would consider 
seeking the adoption by the U.N. 
Council of a resolution calling for 
economic sanctions against Pyon- 
gyang. 

North Korea, increasingly iso- 
lated from its traditional Com- 
munist Bloc allies and with its 
economy faltering, has been 
obliged to woo its richer neigh- 
bours and the capitalist world. 

South Korea and its allies sus- 
pect the North, the world's sole 
surviving hardline Stalinist state, 
is developing nudear arms. Pyon- 
gyang denies the charge. 

Western analysts say Pyon- 
gyang could build a nuclear bomb 
as early as next year. 

Seoul's worries over Pyon- 
gyang’s nudear threat have in- 
creased. Prime Minister Chung 
Won-Shik said Friday after re- 
turning from a visit to the North 
that he did not think Pyongyang's 
stance on the nudear issue had 
changed. 

During the talks between the 
two Korean premiers in Pyon- 
gyang. both sides put into effect 
two inter-Korean accords signed 
last December on non-aggression 
and renouncing nuclear arms on 
the divided peninsula. 

But Pyongyang, which earlier 
agreed to allow bilateral nuclear 
inspections of suspected nudear 
futilities in the North and South, 
did not respond to southern de- 
mands for a timetable for the 
inter-Korean access. 


Yeltsin: Nuclear arms going on zero alert 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin said in an 
interview published Saturday that 
Commonwealth nudear weapons 
targeted on the West would be 
transferred to “zero alert." 


happens during my lifetime, I will 
be genuinely happy. Of course, 
that is a dream." 


Mr. Yeltsin told Izvestia news- 
paper there was no need to target 
the weapons on countries which, 
with the end of the cold war, were 
no longer regarded as enemies. 

He said the transfer to “zero 
alert" was being carried out by 
agreement with the United 
States. 


“I want to stress that this is not 
a unilateral step which would 
disarm us. We are taking it on a 
reciprocal basis, first and fore- 
most with the United States. The 
missiles will have a ’zero flight 
mission.’" 

Mr. Yeltsin gave no further 
details but added: “In short, I am 
no supporter of nudear weapons. 
And if their final elimination 


The four nuclear-armed ex- 
Soviet republics — Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus and Kazakh- 
stan — have agreed on a single 
joint command of strategic nuc- 
lear weapons and issued repeated 
assurances to the West that their 
giant arsenal remains under safe 
control. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev proposed the 
“zero alert" in a speech' to the 
United Nations in Geneva 10 
days ago, saying it was absurd 
that the nudear powers were still 
targeting their weapons against 
each other. 


Former Soviet republics agreed 
Friday at a meeting with NATO 
to overcome divisions over the 
shareout of military power and 
put a key treaty limiting conven- 
tional arms in Europe into force 


within five months. 

The Conventional Forces in 
Europe (CFE) treaty, widely 
seen as the cornerstone of stabil- 
ity in post-cold war Europe, was 
signed in 1990 by 22 nations. 

But it has been unclear since 
the break up of the Soviet Union 
whether the republics would 
agree on how to share out the 
hardware limited by the treaty. 

“They still have to agree on the 
details, but now we have a dead- 
line," said one NATO source, 
who asked not to be identified. 

A North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) statement 
issued after the meeting said all 
parties agreed the treaty would 
enter into force m time for a 
Helsinki summit of the 48- nation 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). 

That summit, designed to chart 
a new course for security and 
stability in Europe, is scheduled 
to take place in mid-July. 


WORLD NEWS IN 


6 die in South Africa violence 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Six people were killed and several were 
wounded, including mourners at a funeral, in black township 
violence in South Africa, police and witnesses said Saturday. Two 
men, armed with a hand grenade and an assault rifle, attacked the 
mourners in Soweto, outside Johannesburg, early Saturday, the 
African National Congress reported. Spokesman Ronnie 
Mamoepa said 11 people were wounded and rushed to a hospital 
after the hit-and-run raid which he said had been carried out by 
men from a nearby hostel. Police said they believed five people 
were involved and were investigating. Police said four men were 
killed and three wounded Friday night when gumnen broke down 
the door of a bar in SbarpeviUe township, south of Johannesburg, 
and opened fire with an AK-47 assault rifle. In other Soweto 
violence, police said three officers were wounded in a machinegun 
attack on a police station and a man was beaten to death with 
knobkerries — weighted fi ghting sticks usually carried by Zulus. 
A man was shot dead at Umkomaas in Natal province, where 
Inkatha and the ANC have fought for four years. 


Maltese vote in general election 


VALLETTA (R) — Maltese voters flocked to the polls Saturday 
to cast their votes in a general election dominated by the issue of 
European Community membership. Bright sunshine and warm 
winds after weeks of unseasonally cold weather on this pictures- 
que Mediterranean island brought most voters out early and led 
analysts to predict a record turnout. They said the weather might 
even be a deciding factor in a contest where less than 5,000 votes 
separated the two main parties in the last elections five years ago. 
Then, over 96 per cent of the country’s 250,000 voters turned out 
in an election which ended the 16-year rale of the Labour Party 
during which ties with Libya became uncomfortably dose for 
many Western nations. Thereafter, incoming Prime Minister 
Eddie Fenech Adami of the Nationalist Party followed a more 
pro-Western line, distanced himself from Libya and applied in 
1990 to join the EC. But the gap between the two parties has 
remained very small and analysts say the result of Saturday’s 
election — due on Monday evening — is too dose to call. 


U.S. may buy some CIS space equipment 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States might be able to use a 
Soyuz ship and other s pace equipment from the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS), the head of the U.S. space agency 
said Friday. Admiral Richard Truly, the outgoing administrator 
of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), 
said NASA was studying the feasibility of buying a Soyuz space 
craft from the Commonwealth and using it as an emergency 
rescue vehicle for the crew of the proposed U.S. space station 
Freedom. “We must do a thorough engineering assessment. It’s 
much too early to say yea or nay,” Adm. Truly told a Senate 
Subcommittee. 


Gates brings glasnost to CIA 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
came in from the odd when Robert Gates announced a series of 
sweeping changes inducting moves to dedassify documents on 
John F. Kennedy’s a ssassina t ion. In a speech he said marked an 
historic watershed, CIA Director Gates announced sweeping 
changes to end unnecessary secrecy, boost accountability, release 
previously classified files and become less spooky. As an example, 
Mr. Gates died steps towards opening documents on the 1963 
killing of former President Kennedy. He said the CIA would 
cooperate fully in any government-wide declassification process. 
Other OLA files targeted far priority declassification indude those 
on the 1954 Guatemala coup, the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion and 
the 1962 Cuban missiles crisis, he said. Mr. Gates, sworn in on 
Nov. 9 as the 15th director of CIA, said CIA activities had been 
unjustifiably cloaked in “undifferentiated secrecy" from die 
agency’s creation in 1947. 


Aristide, Haitian leaders meet in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Exiled Haitian President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide is renewing bis 
quest to return to power by meet- 
ing Saturday with Organisation of 
American States (OAS) officials 
and lawmakers cooperating with 
military leaders who ousted him. 

As a delegation of Haitian law- 
makers left Port-Au-Prince Fri- 
day, however, the military- 
installed government dedared it 
would not accept Mr. Aristide’s 
return or a proposed OAS 
peacekeeping mission. 

Mr. Aristide, ousted in a Sept. 
30 coup, and his designated prime 
minister, moderate Communist 


leader Rene Theodore, met late 
Friday for more than five hours 
with OAS offidals. including 
Secretary General Joao Baena 
Soares. 


After the meeting, Mr. Arisr 
tide said in French, “I am the 
only one who is making conces- 
sions to put the country back on 
track.” 


Mr. Theodore said he would 
not have come to Washington if 
he were not optimistic about 
prospects for a solution to the 
Haitian crisis. 

Mr. Aristide and Mr. Theo- 
dore gave no indication whether 


their four hours of talks made 
progress in narrowing differences 
over the future of Haitian army 
chief Genera] Raoul Cedras. 

Gen. Cedras is the leader of 
the military which overthrew Mr. 
Aristide. 

Mr. Aristide, now in exile, has 
demanded Gen. Cedras be jailed 
or thrown out of Haiti. But Mr. 
Theodore, a critic of Aristide, 
insists that Gen. Cedras has a 
valid three-year mandate bes- 
towed by parliament. 

Their differences over Gen. 
Cedras are a key stumbling block 
in reaching agreement on restor- 
ing democracy in Haiti. 


Pope visits Senegal 


GO REE, Senega] (R) — Pope John Paul, speaking on this 
notorious slave island, Saturday prayed for foighreness for the 
horrible aberration” that the Christian white man had commit- 
ted in his pillage of Africa. “From this African sanctuary of blade 
pain, we implore forgiveness from heaven,” the Pope said during 
an emotional visit to the island from where tens of thousands of 
slaves were shipped to the new world until the early 19tth century. 
He denounced "the horrible aberration of those who reduced to 
slavery the brothers and sisters the gospel had destined for 
freedom.” The Pope spoke in sombre tones during a visit to the 
house of slaves; a faded pink colonial building where slaves were 
herded and selected while awaiting America-bound ships. Now a 
museum, the two-storey bouse looking out on the Atlantic has 
rooms where the slaves were sorted according to age and sex, 
shackled and kept for up to three months in dark, cramped cells 
while waiting to be shipped.They were force-fed if they weighed 
below the required 60 kg (132 pounds) and then passed through 


‘door of no return” onto the ships that were part of a trade 
run mostly by Christian Europeans. 


Poll finds unexpected strength for Clinton 


However, state radio quoted 
Vice Unification Minister Lim 
Dong-Won, who accompanied 
Mr. Chung to Pyongyang, as tell- 
ing reporters Saturday he ex- 
pected inter-Korean nuclear in- 
spections to be held in late April 
or early May. 


SIOUX FALLS, South Dakota 
(R) — A poll published Saturday 
indicated that Senator Bob Ker- 
rey of Nebraska may win next 
Tuesday's South Dakota Demo- 
cratic Primary, with a surprise 
second .place finish by Arkansas 
Governor Bill Clinton. 

The poll, by the Sioux Falls 
Argus-Leader newspaper, 
showed Sen. Kerrey in front with 
26 per cent, followed by Clinton 
with 16 per cent, Senator Tom 
Harkin of Iowa with 15 per cent, 
former Senator Paul Tsongas of 
Massachusetts with 12 per cent 
and former California Governor 
Jerry Brown with three per cent. 

Twenty-eight per cent were un- 
decided. 

The poll results were bad news 
for Sen. Harkin — the most 
liberal Democrat in the group 
seeking his party’s nomination for 
next November's U.S. presiden- 
tial election — because South 
Dakota had been billed as a 
battleground between Sen. Har- 
idn and Sen. Kerrey. 

The two men from heartland 
states which abnt South Dakota 
had invested heavily in organisa- 
tion and advertising. 

“This may be it for Harkin," 
said one political reporter in 
Sioux Falls. “There are reports 
organised labour has cut off its 
backing.” 

Mr. Clinton, who finished in a 
strong second place behind Mr. 
Tsongas in Tuesday’s New 
Hampshire primary, had done 
some early organising in South 
Dakota but little else. 

South Dakota will send only 20 
delegates to the Democratic Par- 


ty’s nominating convention in 
New York next July, of which 
only 15 will be at stake in Tues- 
day’s primary. 

But the contest has drawn in- 
terest as a follow-up to the New 
Hampshire primary, and Sun- 
day’s party caucuses in Maine. 

Republican President George 
Bush is not challenged on the 
South Dakota ballot. 

Three quarters of America’s 
voters say President Bush's hand- 
ling of the economy is inadequate 
and almost half disapprove of his 
overall performance, according 
to a poll released Friday. 

Asked if they would rather 
vote for Mr. Bush or for an 
unspecified Democrat, a majority 
of Americans said they would 
choose the Democrat, according 
to the CBS Television-New York 
Times poll. 

The poll however showed that 
if Mr. Bush were up against any 
one of the announced Democra- 
tic candidates he would win the 
presidential election. 

The poll showed Mr. Bush 
triumphing over Mr, Tsongas tty 
7 percentage points and over Mr. 
Clinton by 11 points. 

It showed that 75 per cent of 
Americans disapproved of Mr. 
Bush’s handling of the economy 
while 48 per cent disapproved of 
his overall performance. 

The poll also showed that a 
fourth of all Republicans had an 


Bush. 

Mr. Bush urged Republicans in 
the U.S. south Friday to unity 
around his reelection campaign, 
but his upstart rival decided to 
“crash the party" with an appear- 
ance across the street. 

“I come here fired up and 
confident, but I need your sup- 
port," Bush told about 1,000 
cheering people at the three-day 
southern Republican leadership 
conference. 

Mr. Bush criticised Democrats 
for refusing to embrace the eco- 
nomic proposals he unveiled in 
his State of the Union Address in 
January and said he would veto 
the “nonsense” being crafted by 
Congress. 

“I will veto it the minute it bits 
my desk," he told the partisan 
group that chanted “four more 
years, four more years” as be 
spoke. 

Mr. Bush made no direct men- 
tion of his Republican challenger. 

Mements before Mr. Bush 
spoke, Mr. Buchanan met repor- 
ters ;at a hotel across the street 
and said: “This is about as close 
as we can get to the ... confer- 
ence.” 

“We derided we would just 
come anyhow and crash the par- 
ty,” said the conservative televi- 
sion commentator who has never 
held elective office. 

He said the Republicans might 


Mr. Bush was received enthu- 
siastically by the group made up 
of the party’s establishment in the 
south, a generally conservative 
region of the United States and 
site of the next round of primary 
elections over the next three 
weeks. 

“These next primaries are cri- 
tical," Mr. Bush said. “I need 
your help.” 

“Just to be perfectly dear ab- 
out it, I am confident of wi nnin g 
the presidency for four more 
years,” be said. 

Carroll Campbell, 


co- 


support Friday, attacking the 
budget-minded policies of Mr. 
Tsongas, as the two frontrunners 
fooght over the Arkansas gov- 
ernor’s vaunted southern base. 

Mr. Tsongas launched a televi- 
sion ad in next Tuesday’s primary 
state of Sooth Dakota, daiiwiw 
Mr. Clinton and Sen. Kerrey 
would borrow to pay for a 
middle-class tax cut the country 
can m afford. Mr. Omton and 
Sen. Kerrey say they would fi- 
nance it by taxing the wealthy. 

And New* York Gov. 


Mario 


chairman of Mr. Bush’s campaign ^ om .° calted for an end to the 
and host of the conference, said Wnte- * n ’ 


Mr. Buchanan had been invited 

to address the group Sunday 

but the presidential challenger 
said the offer came too late for 
him to change his schedule. 

Although Mr. Buchanan stands 
virtually no chance of actually 
wresting the nomination from 
Mr. Bush, the size of his showing 
in New Hampshire underscored 
widespread voter dissatisfaction 
with the state of the U.S. 
economy. 

According to interviews with 
New Hampshire voters who cast 
ballots, more than half of those 
who voted for Mr. Buchanan said 
they were frying “to send a mes- 
sage” to Mr. Bush on the eco- 
nomy. 

The White House’s failure tn 


me-m campaign on his behalf 
Georgia’s primary is less than 
two weeks away, and both Mr. 

Tanga, woe pfe* 
mng to. be on the 


«... on °ie dais as the 
state s Democrats held their 
annual fundraising dinner. 


Black support will be a major 


CTntL J?^ pnmaiy ’ “d Mr. 

“ ‘“Passioned 
WraJfiw the speeches before 
{^Georgia legislature and at 
black Morehouse Col- 


1 ** to help the 
trajdle class and reduce poverty 
with policies that will ch^S 
°o«ntiy, some have said that 
j® tong Santa Oau^ 

* governor told 

several hundred students. 

‘■Wall *4 . 



umnist and commentator whose 
strong second-place finish in the 
New Hampshire Republican 
primary Tuesday stunned Mr. 


make joint appearances. Mr. 
Buchanan said we will make a 
strong showing in the South 
Carolina primary on March 7. 


Mr. Bush from both the right and 
left. 

Meanwhile, Democrat Bill 
Clinton appealed for crucial black 


aamB tnen pam. their agony, the 
rtal facts of their Uvoand win 
the oraumtai^ 

of Americans,” Clinton aid 


Japan’s golden 
oldie twins seek . 
Guinness record 


TOKYO (R) — A debHi disefry 
twin sisters fast approaching their 
101st birthday went on sale in 
Japan, and their record company 
wants to find them a place in the 
Guinness Book of Records. Kin 
Narita and Gin Yanre, who re- 
cently found feme through a tele- 
vision commercial for a raaS 
order firm, made the record of 
traditional songs along with » 
group of children. As it appeared 
in Tokyo record stores, Masao 
Takemoto of Pony Canym Do- 
tribution said his firm planned to 
contact the London-based Guin- 
ness Book to stake the twins’ 
claim to be the oldest artistes erer 
to make their recording debut 
The category is not included in 
the book's latest edition. Kin asd 
Gin (in Japanese, their names 
mean gold and silver) were born 
in Nagoya, central Japan, in An- * 
gust 1891. They have a total of 10 
children, 15 grandchildren and 14 
great-grandchildren. 


Gorbachev to write 
for New York 
Times Service 


NEW YORK (R) — Former 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev is to write a monthly 
cditmn for the New York Times 
Syndication Service, the paps 
said. He will deal with such issues 
as the future of communism, the 
Gulf war, relations between the 
Kremlin and the Pope, and his 
own relationship with Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, it said; 
Tlie newspaper said some of Mr 
Gorbachev’s columns will be nm 
on its opinion page, the first one 
appearing next Monday. The col- 
umns will be offered to other 
newspapers through the syndica- 
tion service. 


H 


Churchill’s 
nightshirt 
o go on sale 


LONDON (R) — An outsize 
pare silk nightshirt made fof Brit- 
ish-World War JT leader \$|naati - 
Churchill is to be put up for rale 
in London in April, auctioneers 
Qnistie’s said. The cream sdk 
nightshirt, embroidered with 
Churchill’s initials, has a 50-fncb 
(127 cm) waist and is expected to 
fetch £400 to £600 ($700 to 
$1,050). The burly British prime 
minister had clothes specially 
made from silk as his sensitive 
skin had an alleTgic reaction to 
other fabrics. Despite his large 
size and legendary heavy drinking 
and cigar-smoking Ch archill sur- 
vived to the age of 90, possibly 
due to his specific genetic make- 
up, scientists said this week. He 
died in 1965. A research project 
launched by the British Heart 
Foundation Tuesday aims to dis- 
cover whether some people with, 
an unhealthy lifestyle are pro- 
tected by a “Churchill gene", 
allowing them to survive into old 
age against the odds. 
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Mom sentenced 
to second grade 


MARTINSBURG, West Vi 

— A w °man i 
ordered to spend five weeks 
second grade because her ! 
missed too much school. Sberi 
wuu ams must join her 8-year- 

B V kcI ®y Heigi 

Elementary School until Ma 
£7. The boy has missed 108 d 
of school in three years. 


Sado masochists 
lose court appeal 


(R) — An Eq 
appeal court has refused Wed 
day to overturn the convietia 

L°f *°mosexual * 

? as 9 du5ts accused of tori 
d ?®P ite their plea that the a 

2}“ bad been carted 
wath consent. Five men 
a**ped in a case supported in 
SE* theywreu^n 
tirod and jailed for mutual ac 
what was alleged to have l 
genital torture. But three an 

2S Jr**, Lanc » tod that i 
was 00 defcoc 

Lord Lane, bo, 
er. reduced several of the 
terms and aflowed fuitherapi 
tothe House of Lords. iS 
at in the unelect cd at 
SSJjto °f Parliament form 

J^to«er described by L 
« the organiser of a “! 
™ ' chamber” and a 
“The effect of thfed 
tooimmafiie awkfcre 

njjto lobby group. “it 'win f 

harassment of ] 
mta lesbians.” 
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